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How did I start my preparation?

Education:

TOPPER’S TALK

SBI PO exam preparation strategy by Shubham Chand, SBI PO 2018 
exam topper, Mistake to avoid & tips.

I did my Btech from Madan Mohan Malaviya University Of Technology Gorakhpur ( Govern-
ment engineering college of Uttar Pradesh )
I choose the banking sector because  we get security , stability and respect in society.

100 questions
Sectional time is there.
Work on your speed.
Your concepts should be strong.

    I completed my btech  in 2017 and talked to my seniors  already in the banking sector about 
the pros and cons of the banking sector. 
     After my college got over I started preparing for banking exams from july 2017.
    Dedicated full fledged study of 4 months is required to crack this exam.

●

Reasoning:

     Give short quizzes on a regular basis.
     Don't be afraid of puzzles in reasoning.
     One puzzle can fetch you 5 marks straight.
     Keep 5-6 minutes for rest of things in reasoning.

●
●
●
●

●
●

Schedule 

     I am a morning person and I think one remembers things in the morning. I used to do English 
/gk /vocab in the morning time.
      One can also utilize its free time by watching english TV shows.By doing this one can improve 
his/her language.
     In the afternoon do your reasoning .
     In Evening do your quant section.

●

●

●
●

Below three processes can be easily completed in 4 months

Pre -●

Short tricks fail in the Mains exam.
Data interpretation is asked while mixing it with arithmetic.
Short tricks cant be applied to it.
Basic concepts should be strong
You have to be  very strong in arithmetic

Mains -●

I prepared for the interview from the Economics times app.It was very helpful as financial
news is very important . Opinion from different newspapers is also important.

Interview-●

March 2020bankiq.in

TOPPER’S TALK

STUDY IQA Initiative Page 2



English:

     If you want to improve your English you should have a reading practice.
     Read The hindu, Financial knowledge and your vocab will become strong 
     In 2-3 weeks you will see a change in your english reading.
     Understand rules in grammar but don't cram them.
     Practise  error detection  questions .
     You will see your speed increasing.
     English is tougher in the Mains exam.
   Increase your Attempts in english and  your score will  also increase don't be scared of 
attempting questions.
     Take Calculated risk and try to  eliminate options.
     Don't take english  as a subject, take it as a language.
     Increase your reading speed in English.

At last I would like to thank the Study  iq team .
Study iq have given me a lot . 
Practise Tarun jha sir’s Reasoning and Data Interpretation set, you will get a good grip on these 
questions.

●
●

General awareness

     General awareness is a deciding factor for  both mains and interview.
     Best sources for current affairs are video series by gaurav garg sir, 200 best monthly current 
affairs by sir .
     Banking awareness on study iq channel
Keep revising the above things on a daily basis.
Gk should be strong.

●
●

●

●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
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Topic In News

Women in Armed Forces

Significance

Combat vs command roles

Current Situation

SC directs the Centre to  grant  permanent

The Supreme Court’s latest order will allow women officers to take up a permanent commission 
in the Indian navy and serve until their retirement.

●
comission to SSC women officers within three months.
●   The SC judgement grants pension benefits to retired women officers who were not granted
permanent commission

    In December 2019, 24-year-old Sub-Lieutenant Shivangi became the first-ever woman pilot in 
the Indian Navy to steer a fixed-wing Dornier maritime reconnaissance aircraft. In 2017, six women 
officers from the Navy — comprising skipper Lieutenant Commander Vartika Joshi, Lt. Cdr. Pratib-
ha Jamwal, Lt. Cdr. Swati P, Lt. Aishwarya Boddapati, Lt. S Vijaya Devi and Lt. Payal Gupta — chart-
ed their path into history by circumnavigating the globe in INSV Tarini.
   In other similar instances, Flight Lieutenant Parul Bharadwaj, Flying Officer Aman Nidhi and 
Flight Lieutenant Hina Jaiswal became the first all-women crew to embark on a battle Inoculation 
Training Mission.

●

●

     For much of human history, those serving in combat roles have been overwhelmingly male. So 
far, combat roles such as infantry, artillery, and armoury in the Indian Army, application of mari-
time power in both offensive operations against enemy forces territory and trade, and defensive 
operations to protect own forces, territory and trade in Indian Navy and airfield and ground 
defence guards in the IAF have been reserved for men. In a few cases, however, individual women 
have been recorded as serving in combat roles or in leadership roles.
     And while there are doors open for women to take on combat roles in the IAF and Navy, the 
Indian Army remains conservative. Very few countries including the US, Britain, Denmark, Germa-
ny, Australia, Canada, Finland, France, Norway, Sweden and Israel have allowed women in combat 
roles.
    “This has nothing to do with questioning women’s capabilities or intelligence. Women have been
in command roles in many sections of the Indian Army. We have women generals, so there is 
nothing like women are not given those roles,” says Adarsh Shastri (name changed), a colonel of 
the Indian Army.He explains that combat and commanding roles are two different things; and that 
it is not a straightjacket, as it is perceived by almost everyone. “It’s a wrong impression that people 
have about the defence forces. It is not about being sexist. The Army is following the rules that 
were laid out initially. Women are there in combat and non-combat roles, and they are just as 
good and as bad as any other male officer,” says Col. Shastri.

●

●

●
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     Flight Lieutenant Avani Chaturvedi along with fighter pilots Bhawana Kanth and Mohana Singh 
are among the nation's first women combat pilots, and they are inducted into the IAF’s fighter 
squadron.
     Flying officer Aman Nidhi expressed that her being a woman cannot be a deciding factor 
whether she should be given the combat role or not. “My contribution will be equal to my male 
counterparts, nothing less. We have proved to the nation that there is nothing that women can’t 
do,” she avers.
    Captain Tania Shergill of the Indian Army, who made the headlines for leading the all-men con-
tingent on Army Day on January 15 this year, adds, “If women are given a combat role in the Indian 
Army, then we are up for it.”
      Sub-Lieutenant Shivangi adds, “I know there is nothing that women can’t do. My challenges are 
the same, as any man would face.”

●

●

●

●
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Tip of Month

Para-Jumbles: Tips, Tricks, and 
Strategies

Some words as indicators

To revise, a broad approach in solving Parajumble Questions would be

Tip
of

Month
Tip
of

Month
What are Parajumbles?

Para-Jumble refers to a paragraph wherein the sen-●

     The name of the topic is in a way misleading, because we are not jumbling paragraphs here but 
we are actually straightening out jumbled sentences in a paragraph.This type of question is actu-
ally pretty common in various competitive exams and in recent years. 

●

     Read the sentences and try to understand the message of the paragraph.
    Identify the topic and theme. Eg. Topic – Inflation (general); Theme –Congress responsible for 
Inflation (Specific)
     Quickly identify the tone (emotional aspect of the paragraph) and style (manner of writing)
     Look for crucial clues or linking words, mandatory pairs, Introductory statement or Conclusion 
statement as discussed earlier.
     Take the help of the options to solve the question.

●
●

Basic Strategies for solving Para-jumble Questions

    Try to locate the introductory sentence: While you go through the labelled sentences, try to 
look for one that makes a fresh beginning. It should not be a sentence that is extending previous 
ideas.
    Check for Conclusive Last Sentences: Test setters are smart. They would typically not let you 
get away so easily. There are multiple options beginning with the introductory sentence. So you 
will need more than one clue. The last sentence in the paragraph is one that summarizes and has 
links to previous sentences.
     Anticipate the order of the sentences: Knowing that going through each choice is cumber-
some, you must clearly work towards generating some kind of order in your mind, before  you

●

●

●

●
●

●

     Introduction – A, An, Nowadays, Beginning.
     Conclusion – Clearly, Thus, Therefore, Eventually, Finally.
     Comparison Indicators – Similarly, Likewise.
     Contrast Indicators – On the one hand, But, Yet, However, Nevertheless, Although.
     Additional Information Indicators – Also, Additionally.
     Sequence Indicators – Firstly, Secondly, Thirdly, Lastly.
     Cause and Effect – Due to, as, since. 

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

tences forming it are jumbled. So, what are we supposed to do here? We are required to arrange
the sentences in a proper manner such that they link and form a coherent paragraph.
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look at the options. This tactic will help save the precious time.
    See if there are any logical sequences among sentence pairs: Very often a pair of sentences can 
be chronologically arranged because of clues in one of the sentences. Standard clues include 
reference to a person or a thing. The first time such a reference is made, a noun form is used. The 
second reference will be pronoun or a preposition. 
     Understanding the topic of the paragraph: One should be able to discern what is being talked 
about, because the subject of individual sentences forms the most important clue for establishing 
links between various sentences.

Answer: Read sentences C and D carefully. Sentence D contains the noun phrase “a salmonella 
bacterium” and Sentence C contains the noun phrase “salmonella infections”. What is the relation-
ship between the two? Since the phrase “a salmonella bacterium” introduces the bacterium, it 
should logically precede the phrase “salmonella infections”. Therefore, the sentence that contains 
the phrase “a salmonella bacterium” should come before the sentence that contains the phrase 
“salmonella infections”. So, Sentence D should precede Sentence C! Once you have a link between 
two sentences, look at the answer choices to see if you are on the right track. If you are, then you 
have the right answer [(Option (d) BDCA)].

Answer: Read sentences A and C carefully. Notice the noun/ pronoun relationship between the 
two. Sentence A refers to “the West Coast of America” and Sentence C talks about “this coast”. 
Which coast? Obviously “the West Coast of America”! Therefore, Sentences A and C are related 
and Sentence A must come before Sentence C. Now look again. Sentence C talks about “the cold, 
rich Humboldt Current” and Sentence D refers to “the Humboldt” obviously these two sentences 
are also related. Which one should come first? Once you have decided, check the answer choices 
to see if you are correct. [(Option (c) ACDB)].

Practice without options.
Try to form a general to specific structure. Most paragraphs will start with a broader theme and 
then dive into the specifics.
Pay special attention to Pronouns and Conjunctions. They will help you in forming connections 
and making mandatory pairs.
Once you are done with the question, take out the time to read the ordered Para again and see if 
it makes sense. This will help you in improving your accuracy.

●

●
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Examples 1

A. People can get infected by handling reptiles and then touching their mouths or an open cut.
B. At first, they look the perfect pets: exotic, quiet and tidy.
C. A study estimates that in 1995, there were as many as 6,700 reptile-caused salmonella infec-
tions.
D. But lizards and other pets can harbour a salmonella bacterium that makes people sick.

A) BCAD B) BCDA C) ACDB D) BDCA

Example 2

A. One example is El Nino, the periodic catastrophe that plagues the West Coast of America.
B. It is rich in life.
C. This coast is normally caressed by the cold, rich Humboldt Current.
D. Usually, the Humboldt hugs the shore and extends 200 to 300 miles out to sea.
5. It fosters the largest commercial fishery in the world and is the home of one of the mightiest
game fish on record, the black marlin.

A) ABCD B) DCAB C) ACDB C) CBAD

Key Learning
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      The severe dent in the economic activity due to the 
coronavirus pandemic led rating agency Crisil to sharply 
cut its growth estimate for 2020-21 to 3.5 per cent.
      The agency welcomed the Rs 1.70-trillion package 
announced by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
earlier in the day but said more measures like loan for
bearances for small businesses and households are necessary.

     Hyderabad Metro Rail Limited (HMRL) Managing 
Director Mr. NVS Reddy launched Paytm’s QR code 
based ticketing facility for travel through Hyderabad 
metro rail. This is an innovative solution to facilitate eff-
icient and seamless transit needs of commuters which 
also helps them to avoid queues at ticket counters.

     Moody’s Investors Service  slashed India’s economic growth projection for 2020 from 5.3% to 
2.5%, as the Covid-19 outbreak causes an unprecedented shock to the global economy.
     The agency said the G-20 economies will experience an unprecedented shock in the first half 
of this year.
     Moody’s also slashed growth forecast for China to 3.3% in 2020, followed by 6.0% growth in 2021.

     Karur Vysya Bank has launched Enkasu, a pre-paid card, in Karur (Tamil Nadu) to reduce cash 
transactions.

       

                

STUDY IQ
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Banking and
Financial
Awareness
CRISIL cuts India's FY21 growth 
forecast to 3.5% amid coronavirus 
outbreak

Hyderabad Metro & Paytm launches QR code based ticketing facility

Moody’s cuts India’s GDP growth outlook for this year to 2.5%

Karur Vysya Bank launches pre-paid card “Enkasu”

      The agency welcomed the 

      The severe dent in the economic activity due to the 

     Hyderabad Metro Rail Limited (HMRL) Managing      Hyderabad Metro Rail Limited (HMRL) Managing 

     Moody’s Investors Service  slashed India’s economic growth projection for 2020 from 5.3% to 

     The agency said the G-20 economies will experience an unprecedented shock in the first half 

     Moody’s also slashed growth forecast for China to 3.3% in 2020, followed by 6.0% growth in 2021.

CEO of Crisil: Ashu Suyash.
Crisil Chief Economist: Dharmakirti 
Joshi.
Headquarters of Crisil: Mumbai.

Paytm founder: Vijay Shekhar 
Sharma.
Paytm Headquarters: Noida, Uttar 
Pradesh.
Paytm founded: 2010.

Moody’s Corporation is an American business and financial services company.
The Headquarters of Moody’s is in New York, USA.
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     En-Kasu in Tamil means – “My Money”.
Enkasu works on Near Field Communication Technology 
in a semi-closed loop. 
      The cardholder can make tap-and-go payment for all 
purchases, even as meagre as Rs. 1. 
     The Enkasu card will be beneficial to both merchants 
and customers alike. 
      They can be accepted online as well as offline.

    PhonePe inks partnership with private sector lender 
ICICI Bank for UPI transactions. 
    PhonePe earlier partnered with Yes Bank, but after 
YES Bank has been placed under moratorium by 
Reserve Bank of India due to which UPI transactions at 
PhonePe got disrupted. 
    The popular payment app had faced an outage for 
nearly 24 hours after the Reserve Bank of India put a 
moratorium on March 5.

     The country's largest lender State Bank of India (SBI) 
said that its board had approved a plan to purchase 725 
crore Yes Bank shares at a price of Rs 10 apiece. 
     The announcement comes days after the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) suspended the troubled private 
sector lender's board and restricted withdrawals from its 
accounts till April 3. 
     Struggling under a growing pile of bad debt, Yes 
Bank had been trying to raise the capital it needed to 
stay above regulatory requirements

    The State Bank of India (SBI) has announced to waive charges on maintenance of average 
monthly balance (AMB) for all savings accounts. Essentially, account holders will now have the 
option to maintain zero balance in their accounts without having to shell out a penalty.
     This major initiative by the country’s largest bank will benefit its 44.51 crore account holders, 
as per the bank statement. “This announcement will bring in more smiles and delight to our 
valuable customers. We believe this initiative would empower our customers towards banking 
with SBI and boost their confidence in SBI," said Chairman Rajnish Kumar in a statement.

En-Kasu in Tamil means – “My Money”.
Enkasu works on Near Field Communication Technology 

bankiq.in

PhonePe inks partnership with ICICI Bank for UPI Transactions

State Bank Of India To Buy Rs 7,250-Crore Stake In Yes Bank

SBI Removes Penalty on Average Minimum Balance of All Savings Account

     The Enkasu card will be beneficial to both merchants 

      They can be accepted online 

    PhonePe inks partnership with private sector lender 

    PhonePe earlier partnered with 

    The popular payment app had 

      The cardholder can make tap-and-go payment for all 
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Headquarters of Karur Vysya 
Bank: Karur, Tamil Nadu.
MD & CEO of Karur Vysya Bank: 
P. R. Seshadri.
Tagline of Karur Vysya Bank: 
Smart Way to Bank.

The parent organization of 
Phonepe: Flipkart.
Phonepe founded: December 
2015.
CEO of Phonepe: Sameer 
Nigam.
Headquarters location: Bengal-
uru, Karnataka.

Chief Executive Officer & MD of 
Yes Bank: Ravneet Gill; Head-
quarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra.
Chairperson of SBI: Rajnish 
Kumar; Headquarters: Mumbai; 
Founded : 1 July 1955.
RBI 25th Governor: Shaktikanta 
Das; Headquarters: Mumbai; 
Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata.

Chairperson of SBI: Rajnish Kumar; Headquarters: Mumbai; Founded : 1 July 1955.

     The announcement comes days after the 

     The country's largest lender State Bank of India (SBI) 

     Struggling under a growing pile of 

    The State Bank of India (SBI) has announced to waive charges on maintenance of 

     This major initiative by the country’s largest bank will 
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    UCBs should have at least 50% of their aggregate loans and advances of not more than ₹25 
lakh, or 0.2%, of their tier I capital, whichever is higher, up to a maximum of ₹1 crore.
     The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) lowered the single borrower and group exposure limit for urban 
cooperative banks (UCBs) to 15% and 25% of tier I capital, respectively, to reduce concentration 
risks arising out of such large loans. Existing norms allowed 15% for single borrowers and 40% to 
group exposures of a bank’s total capital, including tier I and tier II capital.

     The Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has cut the rate to 8.5 per cent for 
2019-20 from the 8.65 per cent in the previous fiscal. This is the lowest interest on provident fund 
in seven years.
     There are over 6 crore active subscribers of EPFO and an interest of 8.5% will leave a surplus 
of Rs 700 crore for the government.

     A train journey to empower small business aspirants.
     The Swavalamban Express will depart from Lucknow and travel to the 11 entrepreneurial 
cities.
     Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has announced that it is going to start 
Swavalamban Express on June 05, 2020, to promote budding business aspirants and entre-
preneurs. 
     SIDBI said that it has been decided to start a special train based on the opinions and sugges-
tions of various stakeholders.

     Paytm Payments Bank customers will be able to make international transactions using their 
Visa debit cards
      Paytm is targeting to issue over 10 million new digital debit cards in FY 20-21.
      Paytm Payments Bank Ltd (PPBL) announced that it will now start issuing Visa debit cards 
to its customers. 
      With this partnership, Paytm is targeting to issue over 10 million new digital debit cards in 
FY 20-21.

RBI lowers single, group borrower limit for urban cooperative banks

EPFO slashes interest rate on deposits to 8.5% for 2019-20

SIDBI to launch ‘Swavalamban express’ for new entrepreneurs

Paytm Payments Bank to now issue Visa debit cards

RBI lowers single, group borrower limit for urban cooperative banks
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iRBI 25th Governor: Shaktikant Das; Headquarters: Mumbai; Founded: 1 April 1935, 
Kolkata.

    UCBs should have at least 50% of their aggregate loans and advances of not more

     The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) lowered the single borrower and group exposure limit for urban 

     There are over 

Chief Minister of Mizoram: Pu Zoramthanga.
Governor of Mizoram: P.S. Sreedharan Pillai.

Headquarters of SIDBI: Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.
Chairman and MD of SIDBI: Mohammad Mustafa.

     A train journey to empower small business aspirants.
     The Swavalamban Express will depart from 

     Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has announced that it is going 

     SIDBI said that it has been decided to start a special train based on the opinions and sugges-

     Paytm Payments Bank customers will be able to make international transactions using their 

      Paytm is targeting to issue over 

      With this partnership, Paytm is targeting to issue over 
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     The bank, known for introducing neo-banking in the country, is already the largest issuer of 
RuPay Debit Cards and has the fastest growing bank account base.

     RBI had done the first tranche of OMO following the tightness in the commercial paper market
     RBI governor Shaktikanta Das said the central bank was ready to act and the rate cut decision 
will be taken by the monetary policy committee (MPC)

     The Union Cabinet has approved the merger of 10 public sector banks into four, paving the 
way for the largest consolidation among the state-owned lenders. 
      The banks’ boards will now have to finalise the share swap ratio, Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman said after the cabinet meeting United Bank of India and Oriental Bank of Commerce 
will be merged with Punjab National Bank.
     Syndicate Bank will be merged with Canara Bank
     Allahabad Bank will be amalgamated with Indian Bank
     Andhra Bank and Corporation Bank will be consolidated with Union 

     The card that starts with an annual membership of ₹500 (plus taxes) for the basic edition will 
also offer a complimentary Zomato Gold membership.
    The card comes under two variants, the basic Edition Classic card and a more premium Edition 
Card.

RBI to inject further ₹30,000 crore via bonds

Cabinet Approves Merger Of 10 Public Sector Banks Into Four

RBL Bank, Zomato and Mastercard partner to launch co-branded credit 
cards

     The bank, known for introducing neo-banking in the country, is already the largest issuer of 
and has the fastest growing bank account base.
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Headquarters of Punjab National Bank: New Delhi.
Chief Executive Officers of Punjab National Bank: SS Mallikarjuna Rao
Headquarters of Canara Bank: Bengaluru
Chief Executive Officers of Canara Bank: Lingam Venkat Prabhakar
Headquarters of Indian Bank: Chenni
Chief Executive Officers of Indian Bank: Padmaja Chunduru
Headquarters of Union Bank of India: Mumbai
Chief Executive Officers of Union Bank of India: Rajkiran Rai G

MD & CEO of RBL Bank: Mr Vishwavir Ahuja.
Tagline of RBL Bank: Apno ka Bank.
Headquarters of RBL Bank:– Mumbai, Maharashtra.
Headquarters of Zomato: Gurugram, Haryana.
CEO of Zomato: Deepinder Goyal.

MD & CEO of Paytm Payments Bank Ltd: Satish Kumar Gupta.

     The bank, known for introducing neo-banking in the country, is already the largest issuer of 

     RBI had done the first tranche of 
     RBI governor Shaktikanta Das said the central bank was ready to act and the 

     The Union Cabinet has approved the merger of 

      The banks’ boards will now have to finalise the share swap ratio, 

     Syndicate Bank will be merged with 
     Allahabad Bank will be amalgamated with 
     Andhra Bank and Corporation Bank will be consolidated with Union 

     The card that starts with an annual membership of 

    The card comes under two variants, the basic Edition Classic card and a more premium Edition 
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     If you have a complaint against your investment advisor or want to raise a grievance against 
your mutual fund house, here’s a helping hand from the Securities and Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI). 
     Even while you have the smartphone in your hands, you can now file your grievances with the 
market regulator. 
     SEBI has recently launched a mobile app for investors who want to lodge grievances against 
mutual funds, listed companies or any other registered intermediaries.
     SCORES is the Mobile Application designed by SEBI to lodge grievances by investors against 
listed companies, registered intermediaries and other institutions.
     In addition to accessing the SCORES platform on the Internet, investors can now download 
the SEBI SCORES app and use it to file their grievances. The App has all the features of SCORES 
which is presently available electronically where investors have to lodge their complaints by using 
the internet medium.

SEBI SCORES: App launched to file complaint, track statusSEBI SCORES: App launched to file complaint, track status

bankiq.in
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     If you have a complaint against your investment advisor or want to raise a grievance against 

     Even while you have the smartphone in your hands, you can now file your grievances with the 

     SEBI has recently launched a mobile app for investors who want to lodge grievances against 

     SCORES is the Mobile Application designed by SEBI to lodge grievances by investors against 

     In addition to accessing the SCORES platform on the 

Chairman of SEBI: Ajay Tyagi; Headquarter: Mumbai.
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India and the 
World

     China has taken over as president of the UN 
Security Council for the month of March 2020, 
pledging to promote solidarity and cooperation in 
this capacity. 
     In a note to the press,  China's permanent representative to the UN,Zhang Jun said his country
 attaches great importance to the work during its presidency and will act responsibly and cons-
tructively.
      China will make an effort to strengthen solidarity and cooperation with all parties to ensure 
that the council fulfills its responsibility and plays a constructive role in maintaining international 
peace and security, Zhang said.

      

China assumes presidency of UN 
Security Council for March 2020
     China has taken over as president of the 

     In a note to the press,  China's permanent representative to the 

      China will make an effort to strengthen 
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Polity and 
Governance

     Andhra local body elections: Officials launch 
'Nigha' app to curb bribery during polls
     Authorities said that citizens could take photos and videos of distribution of money and alcohol 
to register a complaint on the app.
     Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy , launched ‘NIGHA’, a mobile appli-
cation to ensure ‘clean and healthy’ polls by curbing the use of money and alcohol in the up-
coming local body elections in the state.

     DigiPivot – an initiative by Google in association with Avtar and Indian School of Business is 
a platform to build a digital marketing skill set for women professionals in India. 
     The objective of this program is to provide opportunities for women professionals to pivot 
their career in the digital marketing landscape and open a world of new career opportunities 
to grow and learn.

     GOKADDAL, world's first Digital Solutions Exchange in the cloud has been launched in India.
     www.gokaddal.com is a one of its kind solutions aggregator, marketplace and cloud delivery 
platform with focus on four A's: Automation, Artificial Intelligence, Analytics and Augment-
ative Technologies.

NIGHA” app launched by Andhra 
govt to ensure ‘clean and healthy’ 
elections

     Authorities said that citizens could take photos and videos of distribution of money and alcohol 

     Andhra Pradesh 

     The objective of this program is to provide opportunities for 

     www.gokaddal.com is a one of its kind solutions aggregator, marketplace and cloud delivery 

Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh: Y. S. Jaganmohan Reddy.
Governor of Andhra Pradesh: Biswa Bhusan Harichandan.
Capital of Andhra Pradesh: Amaravati.
Kurnool Ultra Mega Solar Park is a solar park in Panyam Mandal of Kurnool district, 
Andhra Pradesh.

Google India starts skill development programme called ‘DigiPivot’

GOKADDAL - World's first Digital Solutions Exchange Cloud launched
in India

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh inaugurates ‘Pension Adalat’ in 
Jammu

Google CEO: Sundar Pichai; Headquarters: California, United States.

March 2020
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      The Union Minister of State PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, Dr Jitendra Singh 
today inaugurated the ‘Pension Adalat’ and National Pension System (NPS) Awareness and 
Grievance RedressalProgramme in Jammu. 
      The Minister further said that the Pension Adalats will help in on-the-spot redressal of pensioners’ 
grievances which has given the right of 'Ease of Living' to the pensioners. The Minister also launch-
ed 'Do You Know' Twitter Series on Family Pension, along with a booklet highlighting case studies 
with the interpretation of Pension Rules.

      Former Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi took oath as a nominated member of the Rajya 
Sabha amid unprecedented scenes of slogan shouting and walkout by several opposition
 parties, including Congress.

     Uttarakhand government on abolished reservation in promotion in the state government jobs. 
The Trivendra Rawat-government took the major decision on completion of three years of its
 tenure.
     The state government also issued orders regarding the departmental promotion committee 
(DPC).

Ranjan Gogoi takes oath as Member of Rajya Sabha

Uttarakhand abolishes quota in promotion for govt employees

      The Minister further said that the Pension Adalats will help in on-the-spot redressal of pensioners’ 

      Former Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi took oath as a nominated member of the Rajya 

     Uttarakhand government on abolished reservation in promotion in the state government jobs. 

     The state government also issued orders regarding the 

Lt. Governors & Administrators Jammu and Kashmir: Girish Chandra Murmu.

Uttarakhand Chief Minister: Trivendra Singh Rawat.
Governor of Uttarakhand: Baby Rani Maurya.
Jim Corbett National Park is the oldest national park in India and was established 
in 1936 as Hailey National Park to protect the endangered Bengal tiger. It is located 
in Nainital district of Uttarakhand.

Chairman of Rajya Sabha: Venkaiah Naidu.

March 2020

Page 15



STUDY IQA Initiative

bankiq.in

Defence and 
Security

     Defence Acquisition Council approved  procure-
ment of 83 indigenous Tejas fighter aircraft for Indian 
Air Force. The Light Combat Aircraft Tejas is going to be 
the backbone of Indian Air Force in future.
     While orders of 40 Tejas aircraft had been placed with HAL in initial configurations, DAC paved 
the way for the procurement of another 83 of the more advanced version of the aircraft from 
HAL.  

     The ministry said that it has signed a Rs 880 crore contract for the light machine guns with 
Israel Weapons Industries. “The Indian Armed Forces' long-standing requirement of a modern 
state-of-the-art Light Machine Gun (LMG) has finally fructified.

DAC approves procurement of Tejas 
fighter aircraft for IAF

Defence Ministry signs contract for 16,479 Light Machine Guns for 
frontline troops with Israel Weapons Industries

Chief of the Air Staff: Air Chief Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria

     While orders of 

     The ministry said that it has signed a 

March 2020
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      Bangladesh Rehabilitation Assistance Com-
mittee (BRAC) is an international development 
organization that has topped the list of top 500 
Global Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs).
     The list of the top 500 global NGOs of year 2020 was delivered by Geneva-based organization 
NGO Adviser. The Bangladesh based international development organization, BRAC has retained 
its 1st rank in the list for the 5th consecutive year.

     Government is implementing Poshan Abhiyan, earlier known as National Nutrition Mission, 
since 18th December, 2017 to address the problem of malnutrition in the country. 
      The Abhiyan aims to reduce malnutrition in the country in a phased manner, through a life 
cycle approach, by adopting a synergized and result oriented approach.  
     The goals of Poshan Abhiyan are to achieve improvement in Nutritional status of children from 
0-6 years, adolescent girls, pregnant women and lactating mothers in a time bound manner.

     Gujarat ranks first in the list for domestic solar rooftop installations with 64% of domestic solar 
installations.

 Nearly 50,915 systems are being fixed on domestic rooftops in the State as on March 2, 2020.
       The State government of Gujarat has adopted a solar rooftop scheme "Surya Gujarat" to cover 
about eight lakh domestic electricity consumers under the scheme by 2022. 
       Maharashtra ranks second in the list with 5,513 installations as on the same date. About 
79,950 systems have been installed throughout the country has a capacity of 322 MW.
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BRAC tops the list of top 500 Global 
NGOs

Andhra Pradesh ranked 1st in country for overall implementation of
Poshan Abhiyan

Gujarat ranks 1st in domestic solar rooftop installations

     Government is implementing      Government is implementing 

     Gujarat ranks first in the list for domestic solar rooftop installations with 

Chairman of BRAC Global Board: Ameerah Haq.

Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh: Y. S. Jaganmohan Reddy.
Governor of Andhra Pradesh: Biswa Bhushan Harichandan.
Capital of Andhra Pradesh: Amaravati.
Visakhapatnam Port (Opened December 19, 1933) is one of 13 major ports in India 
and the only major port of Andhra Pradesh. It is India’s second-largest port by 
volume of cargo handled.

A Initiative

Rank &
Reports
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     Byju Classes' founder Byju Raveendran and Zomato's co-founder Gaurav Gupta are among 
the five Indians named by the World Economic Forum (WEF) in its new list of 115 Young Global 
Leaders.
     The other three Indians on the list are Tara Singh Vachani (CEO of Antara Senior Living), 
Vinati Mutreja (Managing Director and CEO, Vinati Organics Limited) and Swapan Mehra 
(CEO, Iora Ecological Solutions).

     World Animal Protection, an international animal welfare charity has released the Global 
animal protection index 2020.
      It aims to showcase where countries are doing well, and where they fall short on animal welfare 
policy and legislation.
      The index ranks countries from A (being the highest score) to G (being the weakest score) 
according to their policy and legislation.

     According to a recent study on 'Women On Board 2020' by global recruitment tendering 
platform MyHiringClub.com and Sarkari-Naukri.info, India ranked 12th worldwide in women 
member presence on board.
      With more and more organisations in the country realising the importance of gender parity, 
a recent study has revealed that India ranks 12th globally in women member presence on 
board.

bankiq.in

Gaurav Gupta & Byju Raveendran on WEF’s Young Global Leaders list

Animal Protection Index: India ranks second

India ranked 12th in women member presence on companies' board 
globally

STUDY IQA Initiative

Chief Minister of Gujarat: Vijay Rupani; Governor of Gujarat: Acharya Dev Vrat.
Gir Forest National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary, also known as Sasan Gir, is a 
forest and wildlife sanctuary near Talala Gir in Gujarat, India.
The Sardar Sarovar Dam is a gravity dam on the Narmada river near Navagam, 
Gujarat.

Headquarters of World Economic Forum: Cologny-Geneva, 
Switzerland.
Founder of World Economic Forum: Klaus Schwab.
President of World Economic Forum: Borge Brende.
World Economic Forum founded: January 1971.

World Animal Protection founded: 1981.
World Animal Protection Headquarters: London, United Kingdom.
Chairman of Animal Protection: Paul Baldwin.
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     According to a recent study on '
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Norway topped the list with 40.72% women on board
Around 54% of employees in Asia and 39% in India are women
India ranked 12th in the world in women member presence on board
Among 628 listed companies from India, 55% companies were having women 
directors

March 2020
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     Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh felicitates 15 winners on International Women’s Day
       NITI Aayog organized the Fourth Edition of the Women Transforming India Awards in colla-
boration with United Nations   and Hon’ble Raksha Mantri, Shri Rajnath Singh, presided over as 
the chief guest of the event and conferred the WTI Awards. 
      WTI Awards are NITI Aayog’s initiative to highlight the commendable and ground-breaking 
endeavours of India’s women leaders and changemakers. Since 2018, the Awards have been 
hosted under the aegis of NITI Aayog’s Women Entrepreneurship Platform with a special focus 
on entrepreneurship. 

NITI Aayog organizes the Fourth Edition of the Women Transforming India 
Awards

Assam environmental activist Jadav Payeng named for Commonwealth 
Award

bankiq.in
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On the occasion of the 200th anniversary of 
Niels Henrik Abel’s (Norway mathematician 
who made pioneering contributions during a 
sort of fields) birth, the Abel Prize was estab-
lished by the Norwegian government in 2002.
Capital of Norway: Oslo.
Prime Minister of Norway: Erna Solberg.
The currency of Norway: Norwegian Krone.

     Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh felicitates 

CEO of NITI Aayog (National Institution for Transforming India) : Amitabh Kant.

March 2020

Hillel Furstenberg & Gregory 
Margulis : Abel Prize Laureates 2020

Honours and 
Awards

      The Norwegian Academy of Science and Lette-
rs named Israeli-American Hillel Furstenberg from 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel and Russian-
American Gregory Margulis from Yale University, USA as winners of the Abel Prize 2020. They 
share the prize & the amount of Norwegian Krone (NOK) 7.5 Million (USD 8.3400).

      The Norwegian Academy of Science and Lette-

Page 20



RBI 25th Governor: Shaktikant Das; Headquarters: Mumbai; Founded: 1 April 1935, 
Kolkata.
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bankiq.in March 2020

Appointments 
and 
Resignations

President of Ukraine: Volodymyr Zelensky.
Capital of Ukraine: Kyiv.
Currency of Ukraine: Ukrainian hryvnia.

Headquarters of Yes Bank: 
Mumbai, Maharashtra.
Yes Bank established: 2004.

     German sportswear brand Puma  said it has 
signed Bollywood actor Kareena Kapoor Khan as its new brand ambassador. 

Puma signs Kareena Kapoor Khan 
as new brand ambassador

Denys Shmygal becomes Ukraine’s new prime minister

Debasish Panda Nominated As Director On RBI Central Board

Prashant Kumar to be CEO & MD of Yes Bank

Ashraf Ghani sworn in as Afghanistan President for second term

     German sportswear brand Puma  said it has 

     Denys Shmygal becomes Ukraine’s new prime minister
     The Ukrainian parliament has voted in Denys Shmygal, 44, as Ukraine’s new prime minister.

     The Central Government has nominated Debasish Panda, Secretary, Department of Financial 
Services, Ministry of Finance, Government of India, as a Director on the Central Board of Reserve 
Bank of India vice Rajiv Kumar.

     Yes Bank announced re-constitution of its board of 
directors, as part of which Prashant Kumar, former CFO 
and Deputy MD of SBI, will be the new CEO & MD of 
the crisis-ridden lender.
     Sunil Mehta, former non-executive chairman of Punjab 
National Bank, will be non-executive chairman
     HDFC will pick up 7.97% stake in Yes Bank for a ₹1,000 
crore capital infusion.

     Denys Shmygal becomes Ukraine’s new prime minister
     The Ukrainian parliament has voted in Denys Shmygal, 44, as Ukraine’s new prime minister.

     The Central Government has nominated Debasish Panda, Secretary, Department of Financial 

     Yes Bank announced re-constitution of its board of 

     Sunil Mehta, former non-executive chairman of Punjab 

     HDFC will pick up
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Afghan afghani is the currency of Afghanistan.
Kabul is the capital of Afghanistan.

Headquarters of Power Finance Corporation: New Delhi.

Headquarters of Central Infor-
mation Commission: New Delhi.

MD and CEO of IDFC FIRST Bank: V Vaidyanathan; Headquarters: Mumbai.
IDFC FIRST Bank was founded in 2015.

Ravinder singh Dhillon becomes new CMD of PFC

Bimal Julka becomes new Chief Information Commissioner of India

IDFC First Bank has announced Amitabh Bachchan as its first ever 
brand ambassador.

     Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani was sworn in 
for a second term today as his rival Abdullah Abdullah 
held a parallel inauguration that could plunge the coun-
try deeper into crisis ahead of peace talks with the Taliban.
     Ghani was declared as the winner of the election held 
last September, but Abdullah Abdullah, who disputed the 
vote, held a parallel ceremony surrounded by hundreds 
of supporters.

     The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) 
has approved the appointment of Ravinder Singh Dhillon 
as CMD of Power Finance Corporation (PFC)
      The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has 
approved the appointment of Ravinder Singh Dhillon as 
Chairman & Managing Director (CMD) of Power Finance 
Corporation (PFC) Limited, a Navratna PSU under the 
Ministry of Power.

     Central Information Commission includes 1 Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) and not 
more than 10 Information Commissioners (IC) who are appointed by the President of India on the
recommendations of a Committee.
      The first Chief Information Commissioner of India was Wajahat Habibullah. 
      First woman Chief Information Commissioner was Deepak Sandhu.
       After the retirement of the ninth Chief Information Commissioner of India, Sudhir Bhargava 
on January 11, 2020, Bimal Julka had been appointed as the tenth CIC of India.

     Bachchan’s personality resonates IDFC First’s brand persona and values pillars, that of sincerity, 
humility and contemporariness.

     Afghanistan President 

     Ghani was declared as the winner of the election held 

     The 

     Bachchan’s personality resonates IDFC First’s brand persona and values pillars, that of sincerity, 
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Shri A. Ajay Kumar appointed as the next High Commissioner of India 
to the Republic of Uganda

Bill Gates resigns from Microsoft’s board

Karan Bajwa becomes new MD of Google Cloud India

Bajaj Auto Re-Appoints Rajiv Bajaj As MD & CEO

Pekka Lundmark appointed President and CEO of Nokia; 

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Microsoft: Satya Nadella.
Microsoft Founded: April 4, 1975; Headquarters of Microsoft: Washington, 

United States(US).

     Microsoft's founder Bill Gates has been slowly inching away from his company. Now Gates has 
stepped down from the board seat he held for 34 years.

     Google Cloud appoints Karan Bajwa as India MD Karan 
Bajwa will be responsible for driving all revenue and go-to-
market operations for Google Cloud's portfolio that includes 
Google Cloud Platform and G Suite.

     Microsoft's founder Bill Gates has been slowly inching away from his company. Now Gates has 

Union Minister of External Affairs: Subrahmanyam Jaishankar.
President of Uganda: Yoweri Museveni.
Capital of Uganda: Kampala.
Currency of Uganda: Ugandan shilling

     Shri A. Ajay Kumar (IFS:2001), presently Joint Secretary in the Ministry, has been appointed as 
the next High Commissioner of India to the Republic of Uganda.  
     Shri A. Ajay Kumar (IFS:2001), presently Joint Secretary in the Ministry, has been appointed as 

     The Bajaj board approved the re-appointment of Rajiv Bajaj 
as the company's MD and CEO for a five-year term with 
effect from April 1, 2020.

     The Bajaj board approved the re-appointment

     Rajeev Suri to step down after more than a decade as 
President and CEO of Nokia and Nokia Siemens Networks.
     Pekka Lundmark appointed President and CEO of Nokia.     Pekka Lundmark appointed 

Chairman of Bajaj Auto: Rahul Bajaj.
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President of Slovenian: Borut Pahor.
Capital of Slovenian: Ljubljana.
Currency of Slovenian: Euro.

Pekka Lundmark appointed President and CEO of Nokia; 

     Slovenia’s President named former prime minister Janez Jansa, the head of the largest party 
in parliament, as a candidate for prime minister and asked parliament to confirm him.
      Parliament is expected to confirm Slovenian Democratic Party (SDS) head Jansa in a secret 
vote next week. He will replace center-left Prime Minister Marjan Sarec, who resigned last month.
      Parliament is expected to confirm 

     Slovenia’s President named former p
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Minister Amit Shah inaugurated NSG Regional Hub at Kolkata

APEDA signs MoU with SFAC for development of agriculture sector

     Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh has 
announced the biggest ever scheme for the 
welfare of sports persons and artists of the State. 
       The announcement was made during third-anniversary celebrations of the BJP led govern-
ment in Manipur at Imphal .
       Addressing the media persons N. Biren Singh said that ‘Chief Minister’s Akhannaba Sana-
roising gi Tengbang (CMAST)’ and Chief Minister Artist Sing gi Tengbang (CMAT)’ would pro-
vide benefits to thousands of sportspersons and artistes of the State who have brought laurels to
the State and Country.

     Union Minister for Home Affairs Amit Shah inaugurated the National Security Guard (NSG) 
Regional Hub campus at Kolkata, West Bengal.
      It aims to provide adequate facilities to the brave NSG jawans. He also various welfare projects 
for NSG, amounting to over Rs. 245 crores, across Kolkata, Manesar, Chennai, and Mumbai. 
      It will ensure to boost the capabilities of the force and raise the morale of the jawans.

     Recently, the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority 
(APEDA) has signed an Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Small Farmers Agribusiness 
Consortium (SFAC) to bring in better synergy in the agricultural activities.
       APEDA has been in dialog with SFAC for linking of Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs), 
farmers’ cooperatives to the export value chain through quality production as per the requirement
of importing countries.

Government
Scheme
Manipur CM announces CMAST & 
CMAT scheme to encourage athlet-
es & artists

Governor of Manipur: Najma Heptulla.
Keibul Lamjao National Park is a beautiful place, located in the Bishnupur district 
of the state of Manipur. The only floating park in the world, located in North East 
India, and an integral part of Loktak Lake.

Jagdeep Dhankhar is the governor of West Bengal.
Mamta Banerjee is the CM of West Bengal.

     Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh has 

     Union Minister for Home Affairs Amit Shah inaugurated the 

     Recently, the 
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Indian Railways launches its 1st ”Restaurant On Wheels”

Govt launches “Humsafar” mobile app for doorstep diesel delivery

Innovate for Accessible India campaign launched to empower PwD

     Indian Railways launches its First "Restaurant on 
Wheels” at Asansol Station for railway passengers and 
citizens of the city.
      Shri Babul Supriyo inaugurates First "Restaurant on 
Wheels” and various passenger amenities at Asansol 
Station in Eastern Railway Two over aged coaches have 
been converted into signature restaurants .
      This is likely to generate Rs. 50 lakhs of non fare 
revenue during next 5 years.

     Labour Minister Santosh Gangwar has launched a mobile application named ‘Fuel Humsafar’ 
for delivery of diesel at doorsteps. 
      The app will be used for the fuel delivery services to housing societies, hospitals,other bulk 
buyers of diesel, etc. in various NCR cities, including, Hapur, Kundli, Manesar, & Bahadurgarh. 
      Humsafar has 12 bowser tankers in varying capacity from 4 kilolitres to 6 kilolitres & an experien-
ced team of 35 people, excluding bowser crews.

     Microsoft India and NASSCOM Foundation announce Innovate for an Accessible India cam-
paign to empower PwDs.
       The nation-wide innovation challenge supported by the Ministry of Social Justice and Em-
powerment, Department of Science and Technology and Ministry of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology will serve as an aggregator of technology-led solutions for empowering 
persons with disabilities.

As per MoU, APEDA and SFAC will jointly work to link up the FPOs with the 
exporters.
They will also work towards capacity development, awareness programs, 
outreach programs and workshops of various stakeholders.
APEDA will facilitate certification of organic produce/areas by the Farmer Produc-
er Companies (FPCs) assisted or identified by SFAC.

Union Minister of Ministry of 
Railways: Piyush Goyal.

     Indian Railways launches its First "

Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas: Dharmendra Pradhan

Chief Executive Officer of Microsoft: Satya Nadella.
Microsoft Founded: April 4, 1975; Headquarters: Washington, United States.
Chairman of NASSCOM: Keshav Murugesh; President: Debjani Ghosh.

       The nation-wide innovation challenge supported by the 
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Gairsain to be Uttarakhand Summer Capital, Says CM Trivendra Rawat 
in Assembly

Government Declares National Chambal sanctuary as eco-sensitive 
zone

     Uttarakhand will get a permanent summer capital two decades after the hill state was carved 
out of Uttar Pradesh.
      It has been a long-pending demand of locals to have a capital at Gairsain — a nondescript 
town nestled in Garhwal some 280 km from Dehradun — the provisional state capital.
      The Assembly mostly meets in Dehradun, but occasionally sessions — like the current Budget 
session — are held in Gairsain. Unlike Dehradun, which is far off from many districts, Gairsain has 
an edge due to its location and proximity with hill districts. Dehradun would continue to operate 
as the second capital.

Chief Minister of Uttarakhand : Trivendra Singh Rawat.
Governor of Uttarakhand: Baby Rani Maurya.

     Uttarakhand will get a permanent summer capital two decades after the hill state was carved 

      It has been a long-pending demand of locals to have a 

      The Assembly mostly meets in Dehradun, but occasionally sessions — like the current Budget 

     The Cenral Government has declared the National Chambal Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh 
as an eco-sensitive zone.
      This means that now the construction of commercial establishments such as hotels or resorts 
will be prohibited within an area of zero to two kilometres from the sanctuary, to help maintain 
distance between the human settlement and the sanctuary. 
      The sanctuary based in the Chambal region is home for a lot of critically endangered species 
like Critically Endangered gharial, the red-crowned roof turtle and the Endangered Ganges 
river dolphin.

     The Cenral Government has declared the 
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Sports
IAAF suspends Indian shot putter 
Navin Chikara for four years for 
flunking dope test

     Indian shot putter Navin Chikara suspended for 
four years by global athletics body’s (IAAF) Athle-
tics Integrity Unit for failing an out-of-competition 
dope test in 2018.
       Chikara, 23, has been banned for use of a prohibited substance and his four-year suspension 
starts from July 27, 2018.

     Indian shot putter Navin Chikara suspended for 

Saurashtra lift their 1st-ever Ranji Trophy title

Achanta Sharath Kamal clinches men's singles title of Oman Open

Rafael Nadal Wins Third Mexican Open Title in Acapulco After Beating
Taylor Fritz

Kieron Pollard becomes first cricketer to play 500 T20s

     Saurashtra vs Bengal Ranji Final Day 5 Report: Jaydev Unadkat has led Saurashtra to their 
1st-ever Ranji Trophy victory even though the final against Bengal ended in a draw in Rajkot.
      The Ranji Trophy final ended in a draw on in Rajkot
       Saurashtra, by gaining a 1st-innings lead, were declared the Ranji Trophy champions

     Ace Indian paddler Achanta Sharath Kamal wins the ITTF Challenger Plus Oman Open. The 
37-year-old Indian veteran beat top-seeded Marcos Freitas of Portugal 4-2 in the final played in 
Muscat .

     World No. 2 Rafael Nadal captured his first title of 2020, 
easily defeating unseeded Taylor Fritz in straight sets, 6-3, 
6-2, in the final of the ATP Mexico Open.

     The first T20 International between Sri Lanka and West Indies is 
Kieron Pollard's 500th match in the format.
       West Indies skipper Kieron Pollard became the first player in the 
history of T20 cricket to feature in 500 matches when he took the 
field against Sri Lanka for the first T20I here.
       Pollard was congratulated by his team-mates on his landmark day 
before the start of the T20I and was also presented with a special 
jersey to mark the occasion

Oman Capital: Muscat; Currency: Omani rial.

     World No. 2 Rafael Nadal captured his first title of 2020, 

     The first T20 International between 
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Two Indian women named in International Panel of ICC Development 
Umpires

ATK best Chennaiyin in Hero ISL 2019-20 final to clinch record third 
title

    Janani Narayanan and Vrinda Rathi's inclusion meant the number of women match officials 
in ICC's panel went up to 12.The ICC women's T20 WC final between India and Australia was 
watched by a record crowd of 86,174 at the MCG.

      ATK FC became the first team in Hero Indian Super 
League (Hero ISL) history to win the title thrice after 
overcoming Chennaiyin FC 3-1 in the Hero ISL 2019-20 
final played at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in Goa.
      It was the Marina Machans who saw more of the ball 
throughout the tie, but ATK were more clinical in front
of goal and a sensational display by goalkeeper Arindam 
Bhattacharja saw them through.

Chairman of ICC: Shashank 
Manohar; Chief Executive: Manu 
Sahney; Headquarters: Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates.

      ATK FC became the first team in Hero Indian Super 

      It was the Marina Machans who saw more of the ball 
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     Payeng, known as 'Forest Man of India', shot to fame 
by single handedly transforming a 550-hectare barren 
sandbar right in the middle of the Brahmaputra into a 
sprawling forest.
     The award is in recognition of his outstanding services 
to environmental conservation, it was learnt,  he was also 
conferred with the Karmayogi Award for 2020 in New 
Delhi.

     President Ram Nath Kovind today conferred 61st annual Lalit Kala Akademi's awards on 15 
artistes at the Rashtrapati Bhavan.
      The awardees include Anoop Kumar Manzukhi Gopi from Kerala, David Malakar from West 
Bengal, Hari Ram Kumawat from Rajasthan, Devendra Kumar Khare from Gujarat, Dinesh Pandya 
from Maharashtra, Mohan Kumar from Karnataka and Yashwant Singh from Delhi.

     World champion shuttler PV Sindhu named Sportsperson of the Year at the fourth Times of 
India Sports Awards (TOISA) 2019  in New Delhi.
      Former India football captain Bhaichung Bhutia was given the Lifetime Achievement award, 
while hockey legend and three-time Olympic gold medallist Balbir Singh Sr was honoured with 
the Icon of the Century award.
      National badminton coach Pulella Gopichand won the Mentor of the Year award, while former 
shooter Jaspal Rana was recognised as the Coach of the Year.
      Sindhu bagged a hat-trick of awards when she was named as the Badminton Player of the 
Year in female category, while B Sai Praneeth got the recognition among male shuttlers.
      India's first world championship silver medallist pugilist Amit Phanghal won the recognition 
among male boxers while Lovlina Borgohain bagged the award among female boxers.

President Kovind confers 61st annual Lalit Kala Akademi awards

 Times of India Sports Awards (TOISA) 2019 function held in New Delhi

Forest Man of India', shot to fame 
by single handedly transforming a 550-hectare barren 
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     President Ram Nath Kovind today conferred 

     World champion shuttler 
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Prime Minister of Luxembourg: Xavier Bettel.
Capital of Luxembourg: Luxembourg City.
The currency of Luxembourg: Euro.

Bureau of Energy Efficiency(BEE) Director-General: Shri Abhay Bakre.
Bureau of Energy Efficiency Headquarters: New Delhi.
Bureau of Energy Efficiency Parent organization: Ministry of Power

Ministers of State (I/C) for Housing and Urban Affairs: Hardeep Singh Puri.
Chief Executive Officer of Amazon: Jeff Bezos.

     Luxembourg abolished fares for trains, trams 
and buses  in what the government said was a bid 
to tackle road congestion and pollution, as well as 
supporting low earners.
      All standard-class journeys on public transport in
the tiny and wealthy European country are now free of charge, compared to an annual pass worth 
440 euros ($485) before. Travellers can still pay for first class, at a cost of 660 euros a year.

     Union Minister for Women and Child Development Smriti Zubin Irani released a book titled 
Chronicles of Change Champions.
     The book is a compilation of 25 innovative initiatives taken at the state and district levels 
under the Prime Minister’s flagship scheme of Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao. 
      It captures the convergent approach adopted at the grass-root level and provides insight into 
the unique manner of community engagement by the District Administration and front-line 
workers.

     To commemorate its 19th foundation day, Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), Ministry of 
Power organized a Stakeholder Consultation to develop a vision towards building an energy 
efficient India.

      

Luxembourg becomes first country 
to make public transport free

Smriti Irani releases book titled Chronicles of Change Champions

BEE launches star rating programme for Deep Freezer and LCAC

Amazon partners with NULM to empower self-help groups

     Luxembourg abolished 

March 2020

Miscellaneous

     Union Minister for Women and Child Development Smriti Zubin Irani released a book 

     The book is a compilation of 2

     To commemorate 

E-commerce giant Amazon has tied-up with the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
under the National Urban Livelihoods Mission. 
      It is to train, support and provide market access to artisans and self-help groups (SHGs) with 
the aim of helping small businesses in exploring wide markets through the platform. 

     E-commerce giant Amazon 
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Niue Capital: Alofi; Currency of Niue: New Zealand dollar.

MD and CEO of India Energy Exchange: Rajiv Srivastava.
Headquarters of India Energy Exchange: New Delhi.
India Energy Exchange founded: 2008.
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     The Department of Posts, Kolkata (West Bengal circle), has launched free digital parcel locker 
service in 2 post offices Nabadiganta IT post office of Salt Lake City & post office in New Town’s 
Action Area. 
       Under this service, customers will be able to collect their parcel from the post office according 
to their convenience. This facility is quite popular in European countries but is starting for the first 
time in India. 

     The gas trading platform of Indian Energy Exchange (IEX) has found its first member in Mani-
karan Power Ltd (MPL). Called the Indian Gas Exchange (IGX), it will be India’s first gas trading 
platform.
      IGX would offer spot and forward contracts at Dahej, Hazira and Kakinada. While Petronet LNG 
Ltd (PLL) operates a LNG terminal at Dahej, Shell operates another one at Hazira. Kakinada is 
the landfall point for natural gas being produced from the Krishna Godavari basin.

     The Department of 

     WGSHA enters Limca Book of Records for India's first Living Culinary Arts Museum
       Team WGSHA is proud to announce that the culinary museum in WGSHA has been listed in 
Limca Book of Records as India's First Living Culinary Arts Museum.

     WGSHA enters Limca Book of Records for India's first Living Culinary Arts Museum

     Niue has become the world's first whole country recognised as a 'Dark Sky Place' by the Inter-
national Dark-Sky Association's (IDA), which has approved the island's application for the pro-
tection of its sky, land and sea.
       The title recognises an area with exceptional quality of starry nights and a commitment to 
protecting the natural environment.
       Such dark-sky area designations aim to restrict artificial light pollution so that night skies can 
be observed and enjoyed to their fullest potential.

     Niue has become the world's first whole country recognised as a '

     The gas trading platform of 

India’s 1st digital parcel locker service launched

India’s 1st Living Culinary Arts Museum enters Limca Book of Records

Niue declared world's first 'Dark Sky nation'

Manikaran Power becomes the first member of India's gas trading 
platform

INST develops starch-based ‘hemostat’ material

Headquarters of Indian Post: New Delhi.
Indian Post is a subsidiary of the Ministry of Communications.
Union Minister of Communications: Ravi Shankar Prasad.
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     Researchers from the Institute of Nano Science and Technology (INST), an autonomous 
institute under the Department of Science & Technology, have developed a starch-based ‘he-
mostat’ material that concentrates the natural clotting factors in blood by physically absorbing 
excess fluid.
       Hemostat materials absorb excel fluid by concentrating the natural clotting factors in the blood 
that are critical for stopping the blood flow; however, the bleeding can restart when non-biode-
gradable materials are removed.

      E-commerce major Flipkart said that it has entered into partnership with Aegon Life Insurance 
to sell paperless life insurance policies on its platform. Now, Flipkart customers, aged between 
18 and 65 years, can buy an instant digital policy with a sum assured of upto 10 lakh.
       "An instant digital policy with a sum assured of up to 10 lakh will be available to consumers 
from March 2020," Flipkart said in a statement.

     NASA picked a new space capsule from Elon Musk’s SpaceX to ferry cargo and supplies to the 
agency’s planned lunar space station, a crucial building block to its plans to build a permanent 
post on the moon and mount future missions to Mars.
      SpaceX will get a portion of a $7 billion NASA contract to use its biggest rocket, Falcon Heavy, 
to send a new “Dragon XL” spacecraft to the Lunar Gateway, an outpost NASA plans to build that 
will orbit the moon sometime within the next decade.

Flipkart teams up with Aegon to sell life insurance policies

Elon Musk’s SpaceX wins NASA award for planned lunar space station

      E-commerce major Flipkart said that it has entered into partnership with 

     NASA picked a new space capsule from 

     Researchers from the 

Director of Institute of Nano Science and Technology: Amitava Patra.

Administrator of National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA): Jim 
Bridenstine.
Headquarters of NASA: Washington D.C., United States.
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Director-General of Indian Coast Guard: Krishnaswamy Natarajan.
Headquarters of Indian Coast Guard: New Delhi.

      Nupur Kulshrestha has become the first woman to 
be promoted to the rank of deputy inspector 
general (DIG) at Indian Coast Guard. She has been 
working with the organisation for more than two decades. 
   She has made history by breaking the glass ceiling 
insofar as the armed forces are concerned.

      Odisha Chief Minister (CM) Naveen Patnaik released 
the comic book titled “The Adventures of the Daredevil 
Democrat” on the occasion of the 104thbirth Anniver-
sary of former Odisha CM Late Biju Patnaik in Bhuba-
neswar, Odisha.
       The book deals about the life and works of legendary 
leader and Naveen Patnaik’s father Biju Patnaik.

       The High Court of Bangladesh has ordered that ‘Joy Bangla’ will be the national slogan of 
Bangladesh.
        In an order passed, the two judge bench of the High Court asked the authorities to take ne-
cessary steps so that all the people holding constitutional posts and state officials use ‘Joy Bangla’ 
after their speeches on national days and other appropriate occasions.

  Facebook India called for applications for its CSR initiative, Facebook Pragati. 
        The initiative will incubate and accelerate early-stage women-led non-profits that are working 
to drive women entrepreneurship and to spread awareness and adoption of technology among 
women in India.  
       Facebook India, said: “Facebook is an ally for accelerating India’s growth and promoting 
inclusion is one of our key priorities.

Nupur Kulshrestha becomes 1st woman DIG of Indian Coast Guard

Naveen Patnaik releases book titled “The Adventures of the Daredevil
Democrat”

Joy Bangla to be national slogan of Bangladesh

Facebook launches ‘Pragati’ to boost women entrepreneurship

Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir: Girish Chandra Murmu.

CEO of Facebook: Mark Zuckerberg.
Facebook Headquarters: California, US.

Prime Minister of Bangladesh: Sheikh Hasina; Capital: Dhaka; Currency: Taka.
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Banking and Financial Awareness

PRACTICE CURRENT AFFAIRS MCQ’S

Ques -1) The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will inject liquidity of Rs _________ crore through open 
market operations in the wake of the coronavirus outbreak?

(a) Rs 20,000 crore� (b) Rs 15,000 crore� (c) Rs 30,000 crore� (d) Rs 25,000 crore�

Ques -2) The�Reserve Bank of India�has released guidelines for regulating Pas. What does “PA” 
stands for?

(a) Payment Agents     (b) Payment Agencies      (c) Processing Agents      (d) Payment Aggregators

Ques -3) DBS Bank�India has tied-up with�which insurance company�to roll out a complimentary 
insurance plan covering all medical conditions, including Covid-19?

(a) Kotak Mahindra (b) Bharti AXA (c) Reliance Nippon (d) HDFC Standard

Ques -4) The Central bank of which country slashed its benchmark interest rate to almost zero 
and announced to buy USD 700 billion in bonds?

(a) United States (b) Japan (c) China (d) South Korea

Ques -5) Which payments bank will start issuing the Visa Virtual debit cards to its customers?

(a) Airtel�Payments�Bank (b) Jio�Payments�Bank
(c) Paytm�Payments�Bank (d) India�Post�Payments�Bank.

Ques -6) As per the recent notification by RBI, the Current Account Deficit narrowed to 
________% of GDP in April-December of 2019-20?

(a) 1.5% (b) 1 % (c) 2 % (d) 2.2%

Ques-7) BSNL� in partnership with which bank has launched a UPI-based payment platform, 
Bharat InstaPay?

(a) Punjab National Bank (b) Bank of India
(c) State Bank of India (d) Bank of Baroda

Ques -8) Swiss brokerage firm UBS�has predicted India’s GDP�growth rate at what percent for FY 
21?

(a) 5.1% (b) 4.6% (c) 5.5% (d) 4.7%

Ques -9) Which bank �has waived off the�minimum balance charges�on all�savings bank accounts?

(a) Bank of Baroda (b) Punjab National Bank (c) State Bank of India (d) Canara Bank

Ques -10) PhonePe�has inked the partnership with which private sector Bank for UPI transactions?

(a) HDFC Bank (b) AXIS Bank (c) ICICI Bank (d) Kotak Mahindra Bank

Ques -11)  World Bank and Government of India have signed a loan agreement of 80 million USD 
to increase agricultural productivity and improve water management practices in which state?

(a) Tamil Nadu (b) Odisha (c) Himachal Pradesh (d) Rajasthan
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Ques -12) After the merger of 10 public sector banks (PSBs) into four, the total number of public 
sector banks in India will come down to ________?

(a) 10 (b) 15 (c) 12 (d) 17

Ques -13) The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) has launched which mobile app for 
lodging�investor grievances?

(a) Sebi COMPLT (b) SEBI CORE (c) Sebi SCORES (d) Sebi REDRESS

Ques -14) As per a recent report by Global Financial Integrity (GFI) on Trade-related Illicit Financial 
Flows, what is the rank of India?

(a) Fifth (b) Second (c) Third (d) Sixth

Ques -15) What is the full form of LTRO conducted by RBI to help�banks to reduce their lending 
rates?

(a) Long-Term Repurchase Operation (b) Liquidity –Term Repo Operations
(c) Liquidity –Term Repurchase Operations (d) Long-Term Repo Operation

Ques -16) Employees' Provident Fund Organization (EPFO) has  lowered the interest rate on provi-
dent fund�to what per cent for 2019-20?

(a) 8.55 % (b) 8.65 % (c) 8.50 % (d) 8.45 %

Ques -1) NITI Aayog has selected which Union Territory for first pilot project on�Sustainable Devel-
opmental Goals?

(a) Ladakh (b) Lakshadweep (c) Jammu & Kashmir (d) Chandigarh

Polity and Governance

� � � � �
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Ques -1) Bob Iger has recently resigned from the post of Chief Executive Officer of which global 
firm?

(a) Fox (b) Viacom (c) Netflix (d) Disney

Ques -2) Indian-origin Suella Braverman has been appoined the Attorney General of which coun-
try?

(a) Canada (b) United States (c) United Kingdom (d) Australia �

Ques -3) Muhyiddin Yassin�was appointed as the Prime Minister of which country?

(a) Malaysia (b) Chad (c) Cyprus (d) �Egypt

Ques -4) Umaro Cissoko Embalo has sworn  in as the President of which country?

(a) Libya (b) Guinea-Bissau (c) Mongolia (d) Ethiopia

Ques-5) Noel Quinn�has been appointed as the �Chief Executive Officer of which multi national 
bank?

(a) Citigroup (b) Wells Fargo (c) BNP Paribas (d) HSBC

Ques-6) Who has been appointed as the Chairperson of Salesforce India?

(a) Chanda Kochhar (b) Kalpana Morparia
(c) Naina Lal Kidwai (d) Arundhati Bhattacharya

Ques-7) Google Cloud India�has appointed�whom�as its new�Managing Director?

(a) Salil Parekh (b) Karan Bajwa (c) Gopal Vittal (d) Shantanu Narayen�

Ques-8) Chalasani Venkat Nageswar�has been given additional charge of�deputy managing direc-
tor�and�chief financial officer (CFO)�of which Bank?

(a) Yes Bank (b) Punjab National Bank (c) State Bank of India (d) Axis Bank ��

Appointments and Resignations

� � � � �
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Government Scheme

Ques-1) Akshay Urja Portal is an initiative of which Union Ministry?

(a) Ministry of New & Renewable Energy (b) Ministry of Labour and Employment
(c) Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (d) Ministry of Mines

Ques -2) Mission Solar Charkha was launched by which ministry?

(a) Ministry of Science and Technology (b) Ministry of Power
(c) Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (d) Ministry of MSME

Ques-3) The Union Cabinet approved to withdraw the MEIS (Merchandise Export from India) 
Scheme in phases to be replaced by which scheme?

(a) RoDTEP (b) NoDTEP (c) WoDTEP (d) ToDTEP

Sports

Ques-1) Who will be appointed as India's badminton singles coach?

(a) Agus Dwi (b) Rexy Mainaky (c) Markis Kido (d) Sigit Budiarto

Ques -2) Pradip Kumar Banerjee, who passed away recently, was associated with which sports?

(a) Cricket (b) Football (c) Hockey (d) Badminton

Ques-3) Name the two Indians who have been named in the�International Panel of ICC Develop-
ment Umpires?

(a) Vrinda Rathi�and�Janani Narayanan (b) Shivani Mishra and Kalpan Paropkari
(c) Sudha Shah and Gargi Banerji (d) Rita Dey and Arati Vaidya

Ques-4) Which country has handed over the Olympic flame to Tokyo 2020 organisers ?

(a) France (b) Italy (c) Greece (d) Spain

Ques-5) Who among the following has clinched the National 6-Red Snooker Championship?

(a) Ishpreet Singh (b) Pankaj Advani (c) Geet Sethi (d) Aditya Mehta

Ques-6) Which among the following teams has won the 2020�Ranji Trophy title?

(a) Bengal (b) Vidharbha (c) Saurashtra� (d) Karnataka

Ques-7) Who is the only Indian player to feature in the Women’s T20 World Cup team of the tour-
nament?

(a) Poonam Yadav (b) Shafali Verma� (c) Shikha Pandey� (d) Deepti Sharma

Ques-8) Which country will host the�Women's T20 World Cup�in�2022?

(a) India (b) New Zealand (c) Australia� (d) South Africa
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Rank 

Ques -1) S&P Global Ratings� has reduced India’s economic growth forecast to_______%� for 
financial year�2020?

(a) 5.5% (b) 5.9% (c) 5.2% (d) 4.9%

Ques -2) According to the latest report titled ‘Freedom in the World 2020’, what is the rank of 
India in the list of free democracies?

(a) 83rd (b) 69th (c) 78th (d) 56th

Ques-3) According to the inclusive�Internet�index 2020 released by the Economist Intelligence 
Unit (EIU), what is the rank of India?

(a) 30th (b) 46th (c) 35th (d) 28th

Honours and Awards

Ques -1) Who was recently conferred with the Adarsh Mukhya Mantri Puraskar at Bhartiya Chhatra 
Sansad (BCS)?

(a) Manohar Lal Khattar (b) Naveen Patnaik
(c) Capt Amarinder Singh (d) Vijay Rupani

Ques -2) Who was presented the prestigious Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee award 2020 for Poli-
tics?

(a) Nitish Kumar (b) Naveen�Patnaik
(c) Jaganmohan Reddy� (d) Sarbananda Sonowal

Ques-3) Who was honoured with the Highest Civilian Award (Golden Jubilee Medal-Civilians) of 
Uganda?

(a) Ananda Krishnan (b) Bicky Chakraborty (c) Bob Dhillon� (d) Rajesh Chaplot

Ques-4) Who has won the seventh Dr MS Swaminathan Award for the period 2017-2019?

(a) Baldev Singh Dhillon (b) V Praveen Rao
(c) Jeet Singh Sandhu� (d) Gaya Prasad

Ques -9) Who was awarded Hockey India Player of the Year in women’s category?

(a) Rani Rampal (b) Vandana Katariya (c) Nikki Pradhan (d) Navjot Kaur
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Miscellaneous

Ques -1) Smart Gram Yojana of Maharashtra will be named after whom?

(a) Morarji Desai (b) R R Patil (c) Yashwantrao Chavan (d) Babasaheb Bhosale

Ques -2) Which has become the first country�to offer a free public transport system?

(a) Belgium (b) Ecuador (c) Mexico (d) Luxembourg

Ques -3) Which state�is set to become�single-use plastic-free�by 1 May 2020?

(a) Gujarat (b) Chattisgarh (c) Maharashtra (d) Himachal Pradesh

Ques-4) According to the NCAER Land Records and Services Index, which is the best performing 
state in in terms of digitising land records?

(a) Odisha (b) Karnataka (c) Maharashtra (d) Madhya Pradesh

Ques -5) Mithi river is located in which of the following states?

(a) Maharashtra (b) Chhattisgarh (c) Rajasthan (d) Bihar

Ques -6) Indian Railways has launched its first ''Restaurant on Wheels''�at which railway station?

(a) Anand Vihar railway station (b) Asansol railway station
(c) Bhopal Railway Station (d) Udaipur Railway Station

Ques -7) Nimad Chilli Festival 2020 was organised in which of the following districts of Madhya 
Pradesh?

(a) Harda district (b) Shivpuri district (c) Khargone district (d) Neemuch district

Ques -8) Who has become the first Indian to complete volcanic Seven Summit, enters 'Limca 
Book of Records‘?

(a) Nirupama Pandey (b) Satyarup Siddhanta (c) Dipankar Ghosh (d) Malavath Purna

Ques -9) Which IIT Institution will organize India’s first Global Hyperloop Pod Competition?

(a) IIT Delhi (b) IIT Delhi (c) IIT Roorkee (d) IIT Lucknow

Ques -10) NASSCOM along with which company has recently launched the “Innovate for Accessi-
ble India” campaign?

(a) Google (b) Facebook (c) Microsoft (d) Wipro

Ques -11) Which state government has decided to remove reservation in promotions for SC/ST 
employees?

(a) Uttarakhand (b) Gujarat (c) Himachal Pradesh (d) Uttar Pradesh

Ques -12) The government has approved the proposal for creation of National Technical Textiles 
Mission for a period of how many years?

(a) 3 years (b) 4 years (c) 5 years (d) 2 years
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Ques -13) Who is the author of the book Invincible – A Tribute to Manohar Parrikar?

(a) Madan Bhatia (b) Dharam Pal Yadav (c) Bhalchandra Mungekar (d) Tarun Vijay

Ques -14) Which among the following has announced to start Swavalamban Express for budding 
entrepreneurs?

(a) RBI (b) SIDBI (c) SEBI (d) EXIM

Ques -15) Which among the following states/UTs has started online registration for ‘Chief Minister 
Advocate Welfare Scheme’?

(a) Puducherry (b) Gujarat (c) Delhi (d) Uttar Pradesh

Ques-16) The�7th World Cities Summit (WCS)�will be held�in which country?

(a) Germany (b) France (c) Russia (d) Singapore

Ques-17) Who is the author of the book My Encounters in Parliament?

(a) Bhalchandra Mungekar (b) Madan Bhatia
(c) Dharam Pal Yadav (d) Satish Sharma

Ques -18) What is the theme of the Global Recycling day 2020?

(a) Recycling Heroes (b) Reduce Reuse Recycle
(c) Our Actions for Future (d) Recycling into�the Future

Ques -19) Nearly _____ million jobs could be lost worldwide due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
according to International Labour Organization?

(a) 20 million (b) 25 million (c) 15 million (d) 10 million

Ques -20) Which railway station has introduced the signages and maps in Braille?

(a) Bhopal Railway Station (b) Lucknow Railway Station
(c) Dehradun Railway Station (d) Jammu Tawi Railway Station

Ques-21) Who has been appointed the next High Commissioner of India to the Republic of 
Uganda?

(a) Laxmi Mall Singhvi (b) Jaimini Bhagwati (c) Navtej Sarna (d) A. Ajay Kumar

Ques-22) The Aircraft (Amendment) Bill, 2020 seeks to provide statutory status to which among 
the following?

(a) Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)� (b) Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
(c) Aircraft Accidents Investigation Bureau (AAIB) (d) All of the above

Ques-23) Which has become the first member of India’s first gas trading platform which is called 
the�Indian Gas Exchange (IGX)?

(a) SJVN Ltd (b) NTPC Ltd
(c) Power�Grid�Corporation Ltd (d) Manikaran Power Ltd�
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Ques -24) Which football club has won the 2020 Indian Super League (ISL)�title?

(a) Chennaiyin�FC (b) Bengaluru FC (c) FC Goa (d) ATK FC

Ques -25) The�government of India�has declared�face masks�and�hand sanitizers�as�essential com-
modities under which act?

(a) Essential Commodities Act, 1955 (b) Essential Commodities Act, 1965
(c) Essential Commodities Act, 1945 (d) Essential Commodities Act, 1971

Ques -26) The Curative petitions are filed under which Article of the constitution?

(a) Article 142 (b) Article 139 (c) Article 129 (d) Article 130

Ques -27) President of India Ramnath Kovind nominated the former Chief Justice of India Ranjan 
Gogoi to Rajya Sabha under which Article of Indian Constitution?

(a) Article 60 (b) Article 50 (c) Article 78 (d) Article 80

Ques -28) The�Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)�has inked a deal with which NGO to train its 
Divyang Warriors in various skills?

(a) Reliance Founation (b) Navjyoti�India�Foundation
(c) Aditya Mehta Foundation (d) Sammaan Foundation

Ques -29) Which e commerce platform has tied up with�Aegon Life Insurance�to sell�comprehen-
sive insurance solutions�to customers?

(a) Amazon (b) Flipkart (c) Shopify (d) Myntra

Ques -30) A passenger ferry service called ‘Ropax’ was launched between Mumbai and Mandwa. 
The ferry was built in which country?

(a) Greece (b) Russia (c) Japan (d) Israel

Ques-31) Who has been named as Google’s most-searched for woman in music of 2020?

(a) Billie Eilish (b) Katy Perry (c) Rihanna (d) Taylor Swift�

Ques-32) Ganga Amantran Abhiyan (GAA) which is an open-water rafting expedition is conducted 
between _________and Ganga Sagar?

(a) Devprayag (b) Nandaprayag (c) Karnaprayag (d) Rudraprayag

Ques-33) Ekaterini Sakellaropoulou has sworn in as the first female President of which country?

(a) Peru (b) Poland (c) Greece (d) Norway

Ques-34) Which state has launched the Kaushal Satrang, Yuva Hub�and�apprenticeship schemes?

(a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Maharashtra (c) Jharkhand (d) Uttarakhand

Ques-35) Recently, Indian Mountaineer Amgoth Tukaram has climbed the highest peak of Austra-
lia, ‘Mount Kosciuszko’. He hails from which state?

(a) Maharashtra (b) Kerala (c) Telangana (d) Uttar Pradesh
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Ques -36) Name the Indian who has been named in the list of 10 most influential women in sports 
for 2020, released by Sports business network, iSportconnect?

(a) Nita Ambani (b) Mary Kom (c) Dutee Chand (d) Hima Das

Ques -37) Which airport has been included in the world's 100 strategic global infrastructure proj-
ects for the year 2020?

(a) Kempegowda International Airport (b) Jewar Greenfield International Airport�
(c) Rajiv Gandhi International Airport (d) Chennai International Airport

Ques -38) The Maharashtra Cabinet has approved the proposal to rename Mumbai Central Sta-
tion as __________?

(a) Nana Shankarseth (b) Maharaj Nam Dev� (c) Bahina Bai (d) Allama Prabhu

Ques-39) The Census India-2021 will be conducted in�how many phases?

(a) Two (b) Four (c) Five (d) Three

Ques-40) Which has become�the world's first whole country recognised as a 'Dark Sky Place'�by 
the International Dark-Sky Association's (IDA)?

(a) Haiti (b) Malta (c) Vanuatu (d) Niue

Ques-41) Who has been appointed as the Brand Ambassador of IDFC First Bank?

(a) Salman Khan (b) Akshay Kumar (c) Amitabh Bachchan (d) Shahrukh Khan

Ques-42) Which is the 16th country  to join the  e-VidyaBharati and e-AarogyaBharati (e-VBAB) 
Network Project of the Ministry of External Affairs?

(a) Senegal (b) Peru (c) Gambia (d) Tanzania

Ques-43) The tombs of Taramati and Premamati which were recently restored are located in 
which state?

(a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Rajasthan (c) Bihar (d) Telangana

Ques-44) Which among the following company has launched the ‘Pragati’ initiative to boost 
women entrepreneurship in India?

(a) Amazon (b) Microsoft (c) Facebook (d) Google

Ques-45) Who is the author of the book Messiah Modi?

(a) Jay panda (b) Manohar Manoj (c) Chitra Banerjee (d) Tavleen Singh

Ques-46) Wings India 2020�event was held in which city?

(a) Pune (b) Bengaluru (c) New Delhi (d) Hyderabad

Ques-47) Google India�has launched a skill programme for women called�__________?

(a) eSkill (b) DigiPivot (c) eHubPivot (d) eSkillHub
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Ques -48) The traditional 'Fagli' festival was celebrated�in which state recently?

(a) Uttarakhand (b) Nagaland (c) Himachal Pradesh (d) Tripura

Ques -49) Maltese footballer Andre Schembri for who has announced his retirement plays for 
which Indian football club?

(a) Bengaluru F.C. (b) Chennaiyin F.C. (c) Aizawl F.C. (d) FC Goa

Ques -50) Application of endophytic Actinobacteria could�reduce chemical inputs�in the planta-
tion of ________?

(a) Rubber (b) Sugarcane (c) Tea (d) Corn

Ques-51) Rolls-Royce has collaborated with which IIT institute for joint research programmes?

(a) IIT Delhi (b) IIT Madras (c) IIT Bombay (d) IIT Roorkee

Ques-52) Who has become the first deaf person to row across Atlantic Ocean?

(a) Mo O'Brien (b) Bird Watts (c) Claire Allinson (d) Henry Jurk

Ques -53) Military Cooperation Group (MCG) dialogue is a dialogue between India and which 
country?

(a) Russia (b) Australia (c) United States (d) France

Ques -54) Who has become the first woman to be promoted as DIG of Indian Coast Guard?

(a) Mitali Madhumita (b) Priya Jhingan
(c) Nupur Kulshrestha� (d) Nivedita Choudhary

Ques -55) Which state has organized the 'Namaste Orchha' festival?

(a) Madhya Pradesh (b) Chhattisgarh (c) Bihar (d) Haryana

� � � � �
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● The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will inject liquidity of Rs 30,000 crore through open market

operations next week to maintain financial stability in the system in the wake of the coronavirus

outbreak.

● The Central Bank stated that it will conduct the operation in two tranches of Rs 15,000 crore

each in March.

● It said that the auctions would be conducted on March 24 and March 30.
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RBI to inject Rs 30,000 cr liquidity into market next week

● The�Reserve Bank of India�on Tuesday released guidelines for regulating payment aggregators

and payment gateways, nearly six months after it first proposed regulating these entities in a

discussion paper.

● While the original discussion paper, which was released in September last year, suggested three

ways to look at the issue- no regulation, light touch regulation or full regulation, the final guide-

lines seem to have favoured the third alternative.

● The new guidelines say that a payment aggregator (entities that facilitate e-commerce sites and

merchants to accept various payment instruments) should be a company incorporated in India

under the Companies Act, 1956 / 2013.

● It further says non-bank entities offering payment aggregator services will have tol apply for

authorisation on or before June 30, 2021.

● It has also specified financial requirements for aggregators- payment aggregators existing

today will have to achieve a net worth of �15 crore by March 31, 2021 and a net worth of �25 crore

by the end of third financial year, which means or before March 31, 2023. The net-worth of �25

crore shall be maintained at all times thereafter.

Ans-2 (D) Payment Aggregators

RBI formalises guidelines for regulating payment aggregators, gateways

● DBS Bank India on Tuesday said it has tied-up with Bharti AXA to roll out a complimentary insur-

ance plan covering all medical conditions, including Covid-19.

● The plan would cover all medical conditions, including Covid-19, and up to 10 days of hospitalisa-

tion, with a cover of Rs 5,000 per day, for a 30-day period, DBS Bank India said in a release.

● Additionally, all DBS customers can purchase health insurance products that are currently

offered on the digibank app through their general insurance partners.

Ans-3 (B) Bharti AXA

DBS Bank, Bharti AXA join hands for insurance plan covering Covid-19

Ans-4 (A) United States

Federal Reserve slashes interest rates to zero as part of wide-ranging emergency intervention
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● The Federal Reserve announced on Sunday it would drop interest rates to zero and buy at least

$700 billion in government and mortgage-related bonds as part of a wide-ranging emergency

action to protect the economy from the impact of the�coronavirus�outbreak.

● The moves, the most dramatic by the U.S. central bank since the 2008 financial crisis, are aimed

at keeping financial markets stable and making borrowing costs as low as possible as businesses

around the country close and the U.S. economy hurtles toward recession.

● The Fed, led by Chair Jerome H. Powell, effectively cut its benchmark by a full percentage
point to zero. The benchmark U.S. interest rate is now in a range of 0 to 0.25 percent, down from
a range of 1 to 1.25 percent.

● Paytm Payments Bank Ltd (PPBL) today announced that it will now start issuing Visa�virtual�

debit cards to its customers.

With this partnership, Paytm is targeting to issue over 10 million new digital debit cards in FY 20-21.

● The bank, known for introducing neo-banking in the country, is already the largest issuer of

RuPay Debit Cards and has the fastest growing bank account base.

● For the first time, the bank’s customers will also be able to make international transactions using

their Visa debit cards. Soon, the customers will also have an option to request for a physical card.

This will enable customers to make contactless payment through their chip-inserted cards.

Ans-5 (C) Paytm�Payments�Bank

Paytm Payments Bank to now issue Visa debit cards

● India's current account deficit almost got wiped out in the December quarter standing at just

$1.4 billion due to lower trade deficit and a rise in net services receipts, according to data released

by Reserve Bank of India on Thursday.

● CAD eased to 0.2% of GDP in December quarter from 0.9% of GDP in the September quarter.

The CAD narrowed to 1% of GDP in April-December of 2019-20 from 2.6% in April-December of

2018-19 on the back of a reduction in the trade deficit which shrank to $118.9 billion in April-De-

cember 2019-20 from $145.1 billion in April-December of 2018-19," RBI said.

● UBS in a report released on Thursday said since India is a net oil importer with inelastic demand,

movement in crude oil prices tends to have an important bearing on its macro stability risks includ-

ing current account deficit.

Ans-6 (B) 1 %

India's current account deficit eases to 0.2% of GDP in December quarter

● State-owned�BSNL�in partnership with State Bank of India launched a UPI-based payment plat-

form, Bharat InstaPay.

● According to�BSNL�officials, the new payment facility developed by the company will enable its

partners, especially prepaid sellers, to buy service immediately for sale.

Ans-7 (C) State Bank of India

BSNL, SBI partner to launch UPI-based payment platform Bharat InstaPay

● Swiss brokerage firm UBS has reduced the GDP rate prediction for India for FY20 and FY21.�

For FY20, UBS predicts India’s GDP growth at 4.8% and for FY21, the GDP growth rate for India is

predicted at 5.1%.

Ans-8 (A) 5.1%

UBS predicts India’s GDP for FY20 at 4.8% and FY21 at 5.1%
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● The reason for cut in GDP rates are- weak credit impulse domestically and Corona Virus.

● The�State Bank of India�(SBI) on March 11 said it has waived off the maintenance of Average

Monthly Balance (AMB) for all Savings Bank Accounts.

● The bank said in a release that the charges on maintaining AMB will now be waived off on all

44.51 crore savings bank accounts.

● At present, savings account holders with SBI are required to maintain an AMB of Rs 3,000, Rs

2,000 and Rs 1,000 in Metro, Semi-Urban and Rural areas, respectively. SBI used to levy a penalty

ranging from Rs 5 to Rs 15 along with taxes, for the non-maintenance of AMB.

Ans-9 (C) State Bank of India

SBI waives minimum monthly balance requirement on savings accounts

● PhonePe�inks partnership with private sector lender�ICICI Bank for UPI transactions.

● PhonePe earlier partnered with�Yes Bank,�but after YES Bank has been placed under moratorium

by Reserve Bank of India due to which UPI transactions at PhonePe got disrupted.

● The popular payment app had faced outage for nearly 24 hours after the Reserve Bank of India

put a moratorium on March 5.

Ans-10 (C) ICICI Bank

PhonePe inks partnership with ICICI Bank for UPI Transactions

● World Bank, Government of India and Government of Himachal Pradesh signed a loan agree-

ment of 80 million USD to increase agricultural productivity and improve water management prac-

tices in Himachal Pradesh.

● The loan is to be used to implement the project in around 428 Gram Panchayats. The Panchayats

are spread over 10 districts in Himachal Pradesh. More than 400,000 small holder farmers, pastoral

communities and women are to be benefitted from the project. The Project will also provide funds

to install water monitoring stations. This will help lay foundation for future water budgets and will

also ensure better land use.

Ans-11 (C) Himachal Pradesh

World Bank and GoI sign Agreement on Climate Resilient Rain-Fed Agriculture

● Finance Minister�Nirmala Sitharaman�on Wednesday said the exercise of consolidation of 10

public sector banks (PSBs) into four is on course and the merger will come into effect from April 1,

2020.

● In the biggest consolidation exercise in the banking space, the government in August 2019 had

announced four major mergers of public sector banks, bringing down their total number to 12 from

27 in 2017, a move aimed at making state-owned lenders global sized banks.

● United Bank of India and Oriental Bank of Commerce will be merged with Punjab National Bank;

Syndicate Bank will be merged with Canara Bank; Allahabad Bank will be amalgamated with Indian

Bank; and Andhra Bank and Corporation Bank will be consolidated with Union Bank of India.

● Last year, Dena Bank and Vijaya Bank were merged with Bank of Baroda. Prior to this, the gov-

ernment had merged five associate banks of SBI and Bharatiya Mahila Bank with the State Bank of

India.

Ans-12 (A) 10

Merger of 10 public sector banks into 4 to come into effect from Apr 1: FM
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● Markets regulator Sebi on Thursday said it has launched a mobile application for convenience of

investors to lodge grievances in Sebi Complaints Redress System (SCORES).

● The app, 'Sebi SCORES', is available on both iOS and Android platforms, Sebi said in a press

release.

● "SCORES' mobile app will make it easier for investors to lodge their grievances with Sebi, as they

can now access SCORES at their convenience of a smartphone. The mobile app... will encourage

investors to lodge their complaints on SCORES rather than sending letters to Sebi in physical

mode," Sebi Chairman Ajay Tyagi said.

Ans-13 (C) Sebi SCORES

Sebi launches mobile app for investors to lodge grievances

● India has the third-highest trade-related illicit financial flow among over 135 countries with a

whopping USD 83.5 billion escaping the government's tax net owing to trade-based money laun-

dering tactics, according to a report released on Tuesday by US-based think tank Global Financial

Integrity (GFI).

● According to the report titled "Trade-related Illicit Financial Flows in 135 Developing Countries:

2008-2017", for 2017, five countries with the largest identified value gaps were China at USD 457.7

billion, followed by Mexico at USD 85.3 billion, India at USD 83.5 billion, Russia at USD 74.8 billion,

and Poland at USD 66.3 billion.

Ans-14 (C) Third

At USD 83.5 bn, India has 3rd highest trade-related illicit financial flow globally: Report

● The�Reserve Bank of India�on Monday said it has received Rs 1.71 trillion in the third long-term

repo operation (LTRO) conducted for an amount of Rs 25,000 crore.

● The central bank received 66 bids in the three-year tenor LTRO, which has reversal date on

March 1, 2023

● The�RBI�will conduct another LTRO for three-year tenor worth Rs 25,000 crore on March 9.

● It has already conducted two LTROs for Rs 25,000 crore each on February 17 and February 24.

● In last month's bi-monthly policy review, the RBI had announced term repurchase agreements

(repos) of one-year and three-year tenors for a total amount of Rs 1 trillion at the policy repo rate,

from the fortnight beginning February 15.

● LTROs are aimed at helping banks to reduce their lending rates, thereby quickening the mone-

tary policy transmission.

Ans-15 (D) Long-Term Repo Operation

RBI receives Rs 1.71 trn in third LTRO conducted for Rs 25,000 crore

● Retirement fund body, Employees' Provident Fund Organization, (EPFO) today lowered the

interest rate on provident fund deposits to 8.5 per cent for the current financial year.

● Earlier it was 8.65 percent. Labour Minister Santosh Gangwar made this announcement in New

Delhi after the meeting of the EPFO apex decision making body - the Central Board of Trustee.

Ans-16 (C) 8.50 %

EPFO lowers interest rate on deposits to 8.5 pc for 2019-20
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● NITI Aayog has selected Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir for first pilot project among all

States and UTs on�Sustainable Developmental Goals. It would get a chance to work with�United

Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

● This was informed by Principal Secretary�Rohit Kansal�in a meeting at Jammu .

● He also reviewed the progress made under different Outreach Programmes conducted across�

J&K.

● The programmes would work like that of district indicator framework wherein information

would be sought from respective District Commissioners and ranking would be done by setting

certain parameters.

● He stated under the Public Outreach Programme, Lieutenant Governor is touring various parts

of the UT and taking firsthand accounts of the issues faced by people and ensuring redressal

within the shortest possible time frame.

Ans-1 (C) Jammu & Kashmir

NITI Aayog selects J&K for first pilot project among all States and UTs on Sustainable 
Developmental Goals

Polity and Governance

� � � � �

Page 49



March 2020bankiq.in

STUDY IQA Initiative

● Disney's longtime leader�Bob Iger has stepped down�as chief executive, effective immediately,

Disney said Tuesday. Iger -- who spent his entire career at the company and will leave with Dis-

ney's titanic transition to streaming,�Disney Plus, capping his legacy -- will remain chairman of the

Walt Disney Company until the end of next year. Disney's head of parks,�Bob Chapek, is now CEO.�

Ans-1 (C) Jammu & Kashmir

Disney CEO Bob Iger resigns suddenly, capping his legacy with Disney Plus launch

● Indian-origin Suella Braverman, appointed the UK’s new Attorney General in British Prime Minis-

ter Boris Johnson’s reshuffled Cabinet earlier this month, was on Monday formally sworn in for the

post at a ceremony at the Royal Courts of Justice in London.

● The 39-year-old minister, a barrister and Cambridge University law graduate who specialised in

public law and judicial review, said her priority will be to restore confidence in the justice system.

● "It is a privilege to be sworn in as attorney general and a moment I will cherish as the second

woman to be appointed to this historic role, said Braverman after the ceremony.

Ans-2 (C) United Kingdom

Indian-origin minister sworn in as UK’s new Attorney General

● Malaysia's king has appointed seasoned politician Muhyiddin Yassin as the new prime minister,

the latest twist to a weeklong political crisis.

● In a statement issued by the palace on Saturday, Sultan Abdullah Sultan Ahmad Shah said

Muhyiddin, a former interior minister and president of the Bersatu party, will be sworn in on

Sunday as he likely commands the most support of any candidate.

Ans-3 (A)  Malaysia

Malaysia's king appoints Muhyiddin Yassin as prime minister

● Guinea-Bissau — Former army general Umaro Cissoko Embalo was sworn in Thursday as presi-

dent of Guinea-Bissau despite a pending Supreme Court decision on a request to annul the elec-

tion results.

● Outgoing President Jose Mario Vaz, who lost in the first round in November, was present at the

ceremony. Then the entourages went to the presidential palace to hand over keys. Embalo served

as prime minister under Vaz from 2016 to 2018.

● The electoral commission has confirmed that Cissoko won the Dec. 29 second round vote.

Ans-4 (B)  Guinea-Bissau

Guinea-Bissau President Sworn in Despite Contested Vote

● HSBC�said on Tuesday it appointed Noel Quinn as chief executive officer, handing the insider

and interim boss the reins of Europe's biggest bank and ending months of speculation an external

candidate could get the role.

Ans-5 (D) HSBC�

HSBC appoints interim boss Noel Quinn as chief executive officer

Appointments and Resignations
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● Quinn, who joined�HSBC�in 1987, took interim charge of�HSBC�last August after the shock oust-

ing of John Flint and has been auditioning for the permanent job since, despite media reports that

chairman Mark Tucker preferred an external candidate.

● Arundhati Bhattacharya, the former chairperson of India’s largest public-sector lender State

Bank of India (SBI), has been hired as the chairperson and CEO of the Indian arm of Salesforce, a US

cloud-based service provider.

● Bhattacharya will be joining the company on April 20, 2020, and will oversee the growth strate-

gy of the company and play an integral role in defining its relationship with the ecosystem of cus-

tomers, partners and community. She will report to Ulrik Nehammer, General Manager APAC.

Ans-6 (D) Arundhati Bhattacharya

Former SBI chief Arundhati Bhattacharya appointed as chairperson of Salesforce India

● Google Cloud India�has appointed�Karan Bajwa�as its new�Managing Director. Karan Bajwa will

manage various operations for Google Cloud’s extensive solution portfolio such as Google Cloud

Platform and G Suite.

● He will also guide Google Cloud’s continued work with local developer ecosystem as well as

India-based Global System Integrators (GSIs).

● Karan Bajwa has earlier served as the Managing Director of IBM for India and South Asia.

Ans-7 (B) Karan Bajwa

Karan Bajwa becomes new MD of Google Cloud India

● State Bank of India on stated�Chalasani Venkat Nageswar�has been given additional charge of�

deputy managing director�and�chief financial officer (CFO)�of the bank.

● Chalasani Venkat Nageswar, Deputy Managing Director, International Banking Group, has been

given additional charge of deputy managing director and CFO with immediate effect till further

orders, the country’s largest lender stated.

Ans-8 (C) State Bank of India

Chalasani Venkat Nageswar gets additional charge of deputy MD, CFO of SBI
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● The Ministry of New & Renewable Energy has launched its new website to meet requirements

of stakeholders about new schemes and projects particularly.

● The key feature of the website includes optimized user interface and enables ease of access

from various devices including mobile phones, a ministry statement said.

● The website has additional portals such as 'Akshay Urja Portal' and 'India Renewable Idea

Exchange' (IRIX).

● The new website is developed looking into the present need of quick and accurate information

dissemination needs of the Ministry with latest techniques to make it more informative, interac-

tive and user friendly including persons with visual disabilities.

Ans-1 (A) Ministry of New & Renewable Energy

India's renewable energy ministry launches its new website to keep pace with time

● The Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) has launched the Mission Solar

Charkha in 2018-19 for implementation of 50 Solar Charkha Clusters across the country.

● The aims and objectives of Mission Solar Charkha are:-

● To ensure inclusive growth by generation of employment, especially for women and youth and

sustainable development through solar charkha cluster in rural areas.

● To boost rural economy and help in arresting migration from rural to urban areas.

● To leverage low-cost, innovative technologies and processes for substance.

Till date, 10 projects have been approved under Mission Solar Charkha. One Solar Charkha cluster

has been identified in Andhra Pradesh.

● The scheme envisages to generate direct employment to nearly one lakh persons.

● This information was given by Shri Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister for Micro, Small and Medium

Enterprises in written reply to a question in Rajya Sabha today.

Ans-2 (D) Ministry of MSME

AIMS and Objectives of Mission Solar Charkha

● The Union Cabinet approved to withdraw the MEIS (Merchandise Export from India) Scheme in

phases. It is later to be replaced with RoDTEP (Remission of Duties or Taxes on Export Product)

scheme.

● The Remission of Duties or Taxes on Export Products (RoDTEP), a scheme for exporters to reim-

burse taxes and duties paid by them such as value added tax, coal cess, mandi tax, electricity

duties and fuel used for transportation, which are not getting exempted or refunded under any

other existing mechanism.

● The MEIS is being replaced as the exports are to fall further due to Corona Virus outbreak. The

exports of India have already fallen by 2% for the year April-January 2019-20. The RoDTEP is com-

pliant with WTO (World Trade Organization) norms

● The MEIS scheme offers export incentives between 2% and 5%. It was introduced under the For-

eign Trade Policy of India (FTP 2015-20).

Ans-3 (A)  RoDTEP

MEIS scheme to be replaced with RoDTEP Scheme

Government Scheme
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● The Badminton Association of India (BAI) is looking to appoint top Indonesian coach Agus Dwi

Santoso as India's singles coach to address the fall in the performance of India's badminton stars

in the last year or so.

● The stars of Indian badminton -�PV Sindhu,�Saina Nehwal�and�Kidambi Srikanth�have been expe-

riencing a drastic fall in performance over the last year.

● Sindhu has not won any title on the Badminton World Federation (BWF) Tour since the World

Championship Gold in 2019 and has even struggled to get past lower ranked players in the initial

rounds of these tournaments.

● Saina and Srikanth are in a worse situation as they are in a race against the odds to qualify for

the�Tokyo Olympics 2020

Ans-1 (A) Agus Dwi

Agus Dwi Santoso to be appointed as India's badminton singles coach

● Former Indian football captain Pradip Kumar Banerjee passed away in Kolkata on Friday at the

age of 83 years. He had been struggling with ill health for a while.Banerjee is survived by daughters

Paula and Purna, who are renowned academicians, and younger brother Prasun Banerjee, who is a

sitting Trinamool Congress MP.

● He won the gold medal in the 1962 Asian Games in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Ans-2 (B) Football

PK Banerjee, Indian football legend, passes away at 83

● Vrinda Rathi�and�Janani Narayanan�have been named in the�International Panel of ICC Develop-

ment Umpires. The announcement was made after the launch of 100% Cricket. 100% Cricket is a

12-month campaign which has been launched to build on the momentum of the ICC Women’s T20

World Cup 2020.

● Tamil Nadu’s Janani Narayanan is a software engineer and she wrote her umpiring exams in 2015

before officiating in the TNCA league. She has been umpiring in Indian domestic tournaments

since 2018. While, Vrinda Rathi of Mumbai is a former varsity player who has been umpiring in

Indian domestic cricket from 2018.

Ans-3 (A) Vrinda Rathi�and�Janani Narayanan

Two Indians named in International Panel of ICC Development Umpires

● Greece has handed over the Olympic flame to Tokyo 2020 organisers at an event which was 'sig-

nificantly scaled-down' due to coronavirus pandemic. The ceremony, which took place at Athens'

iconic Panathenaic stadium, did not include the planned cultural ceremonies from Greece or

Japan.

● Hellenic Olympic Committee President Spyros Capralos handed the torch over to the Tokyo

Organising Committee.

● In the absence of spectators, Olympic gymnastics champion Lefteris Petrounias ran a lap with

the flame and Olympic pole vault champion Katerina Stefanidi lit a cauldron inside the all-marble

Panathenaic stadium, where the first modern Olympics were held in 1896.

Ans-4 (C) Greece

Greece hands over Olympic flame to Tokyo 2020 organisers

Sports
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● The flame was then handed to Tokyo 2020 representative Naoko Imoto, a swimmer who com-

peted in the Atlanta 1996 Olympics. Imoto, a UNICEF representative, was reportedly a last-minute

appointment as she already lives in Greece and did not have to travel from Japan.

● The Tokyo Olympic games are slated to be held from July 24 to August 9. However, many ath-

letes raised concern over the quadrennial event taking place despite the spread of the deadly

Coronavirus.

● Veteran Indian cueist Pankaj Advani clinched the National 6-Red Snooker Championship with

a 7-3 win over Ishpreet Singh. It is the 34th national title overall for Advani.

● The National 6-Red Snooker Championship was held at Ahmedabad. In the summit clash,

Pankaj trailed 1-3 in the beginning but defeated the young cueist Ishpreet Singh of Maharashtra to

claim his 34th title.

Ans-5 (B) Pankaj Advani

Indian cueist Pankaj Advani clinches National 6-Red Snooker Championship

● Saurashtra won their maiden�Ranji Trophy�title on Friday on the back of their first innings lead

against Bengal in the final played at the Saurashtra Cricket Association Stadium.

● It is their first-ever win in the history of India's premier domestic competition. Saurashtra had

posted 425 in their first innings riding on a brilliant century from Arpit Vasavada and gritty half-cen-

turies from Avi Barot, Vishvaraj Jadeja and�Cheteshwar Pujara.

Ans-6 (C) Saurashtra�

Saurashtra Beat Bengal To Clinch Maiden Ranji Trophy Title

● Poonam Yadav is the only Indian player to feature in the Women's T20 World Cup team of the

tournament, International Cricket Council announced on Monday.

● 16-year-old Shafali Verma has been selected as the 12th member of the team, after not being

picked in the playing XI.

● Poonam Yadav picked up ten wickets in the tournament, including a four-wicket haul in the

opening match of the tournament against hosts Australia.

Shafali scored 163 runs in the tournament and this performance saw the youngster reaching the

number one spot in the ICC Women's T20I batting rankings.

Ans-7 (A) Poonam Yadav

Poonam Yadav only Indian to feature in Women's T20 WC team of the tournament

● The International Cricket Council (ICC) has announced that�South Africa�will host the�Women's

T20 World Cup�in�2022.

● This will be the first time South Africa will host a senior ICC event since the 2007 Men's T20

World Cup.

● The Proteas women will automatically qualify for the tournament as hosts while the seven high-

est-ranked countries in the ICC Women's T20 team rankings - as of November 30, 2021 - will also

automatically qualify

Ans-8 (D) South Africa 

South Africa to host 2022 Women's T20 World Cup
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● Manpreet Singh and Rani Rampal won top honours at the third Hockey India awards. [File

photo]�� - �Biswaranjan Rout

● India captains Manpreet Singh and Rani Rampal capped an eventful 2019 as Hockey India Player

of the Year (men's and women's respectively), while Harbinder Singh was honoured for his lifetime

contribution to the game at the 3rd Annual Hockey India Awards on Sunday.

Ans-9 (A) -Rani Rampal

Manpreet, Rani bag Hockey India Player of Year awards

● Rating agency Standard and Poor's (S&P) on Wednesday slashed its calendar year 2020 growth

projection for India to 5.2% from 5.7% as it fears that the Asia Pacific region may tip into recession

as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak.

● Moody's and OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) recently cut

their growth projections for India to 5.3% and 5.1%, respectively, for 2020.

Ans-1 (C) 5.2%

Coronavirus impact: S&P cuts India 2020 growth forecast to 5.2% from 5.7%

● According to the latest report titled ‘Freedom in the World 2020’ published by US-based NGO

Freedom House, India has secured 83rd rank in the list of free democracies.

● India has become one of the world’s least free democracies with its score falling by four points

to    71 and it is near the most bottom ranks. The report warned that the Indian government’s pres-

ent activities could remove the difference in democracy between India and China.

● The Freedom in the World 2020 report ranks India at the 83rd position, along with Timor-Leste

and Senegal. This is near the bottom of the pile among the countries categorised as “Free”, with

only Tunisia receiving a lower score.

Ans-2 (A) 83rd 

‘Freedom in the World 2020’ report released

● Pakistan� has been ranked 76th out of 100 countries on the inclusive� internet� index 2020

released by the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU). In South Asia,�Pakistan�ranked the lowest, India 

at 46th, Sri Lanka at 56 and Bangladesh on the 70th spot.

● According to the EIU, in 2020,�Pakistan�falls into the last quartile of the global�internet�index

countries overall, and it ranks 24th out of 26 Asian countries, the Dawn reported on Thursday.

● The 'Inclusive�Internet�Index' benchmarks countries on the internet's availability, affordability,

relevance and the readiness of people to use it. The annual report is commissioned by Facebook.

The first country ranked in this year's index is Sweden, followed by New Zealand and the US. Aus-

tralia and Denmark both ranked fourth, followed by South Korea, Canada, the United Kingdom,

France and Spain.

Ans-3 (B) 46th

Rank 
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Capt Amarinder conferred with ‘ideal chief minister’ award

● The youth should play a constructive role in active politics as it is their duty as future leaders to

transform the country’s destiny, Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh said on Sunday.

● Speaking at a national conclave of the Bhartiya Chhatra Sansad (BCS) at the Vigyan Bhawan

here, he also urged students to join politics not for glamour or power but to serve the country.

● The BCS awarded Singh the ‘Adarsh Mukhya Mantri Puraskar’ and it was given to him by former

President Pranab Mukherjee during the valedictory function of the four-day conclave.

● Singh urged students who want to join politics to be well-versed with the socio-economic and

demographic conditions of their states.�

 Ans-1 (C) Answer-Capt Amarinder Singh

Assam CM Sarbananda Sonowal was presented the prestigious Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee award

● Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal was presented the prestigious Dr. Syama Prasad

Mukherjee award 2020 for Politics at the 6th India Ideas Conclave in Gujarat.

● The award, instituted by India Foundation, was presented to Chief Minister Sonowal by External

Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and Speaker of People’s Majlis of Maldives Mohamed Nasheed,

which carries a citation, a specially designed trophy and a cheque worth Rs. one lakh.

Ans-2 (D) Sarbananda Sonowal

Mr. Rajesh Chaplot honoured with the Highest Civilian Award of Uganda

● Distinguished Non-Resident Indian (NRI) businessman, Mr. Rajesh Chaplot was honoured with

the Highest Civilian Award (Golden Jubilee Medal-Civilians) of Uganda.

● The award was presented by none other than His Excellency Hon’ble President of Uganda, Mr

Yoweri Museveni in a ceremony in Kampala recently.

● The accolade was bestowed upon Mr. Chaplot for his excellence in the field of Business & Com

● Mr. Chaplot who hails from Udaipur in Rajasthan has been also a proud recipient of Pravasi

Bharatiya Samman, the highest award for overseas Indians. His Excellency Shri. Ramnath Kovind,

the Hon’ble President of India had conferred him this recognition in Varanasi last year.

Ans-3 (D) Rajesh Chaplot

Telangana agri varsity VC wins Swaminathan Award

● V Praveen Rao, Vice-Chancellor of Professor Jayashankar Telangana State Agricultural Universi-

ty (PJTSAU), has won the seventh Dr MS Swaminathan Award for the period 2017-2019.

● “The Selection Committee has decided to select Praveen Rao for the award recognising his con-

tributions in the fields of agricultural research, teaching, extension and administration,” a state-

ment said.

● The award will be conferred on him in June.

Ans-4 (B)  V Praveen Rao

Honours and Awards
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Miscellaneous

● The Maharashtra government's "smart gram yojana" will be named after former Deputy Chief

Minister the late R R Patil, theassembly was informed on Thursday.

● Since November 2016, the 'smart gram yojana' (smart village) is being implemented in the state

whereawards are given to gram panchayats at taluka and district level for their performance on

certain parameters.

● The scheme seeks to transform rural Maharashtra through development initiatives. Villages per-

forming well in a range of areas, including cleanliness, health, education, environment, use of info-

tech and renewable energy sources, rewarded by the state government.

 Ans-1 (B) R R Patil

Smart gram yojana" to be named after ex-minister R R Patil

● Luxembourg Transport Minister Francois Bausch hailed�a "great day" for�the Grand Duchy, as it

became the first country on Earth to make public transport ticket free.�

● The small but wealthy nation has introduced free public transport�in an effort to�"motivate" resi-

dents — and 214,000 daily foreign commuters — to change their behavior in the hilly region wedged

between�Germany, Belgium and France.

Ans-2 (D) Luxembourg

Luxembourg becomes first country to make public transport free

● Madhya Pradesh, is the best performing state in in terms of digitising land records, followed by

Odisha, according to the NCAER Land Records and Services Index.

● Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, and Tamil Nadu are the other states in the top five. The�National�

Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER) on Thursday released India's first land records and

services index.

● From sixth to tenth position, are West Bengal, Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Telangana, Andhra Pr

desh, respectively.

Ans-4 (D)  Madhya Pradesh 

Madhya Pradesh, Odisha top performers in digitising land records: NCAER

● Maharashtra State government�is set to become�single-use plastic-free�by 1 May 2020. The

announcement was made by the State environment minister Aaditya Thackeray.

● Highlights:

● The ban on�plastic bottles can not be implemented�in the state as�clean drinking water�is still

not universally available in the state.�

● The drive against single-use plastic has been taken against�53 manufacturers so far. All their

units have been shut down.�

● As an alternative measure, the used plastic bags will be used in road repairs. Around�7%�of plas-

tic is being used for building roads, and for buyback in the state which has decided to pay Rs.15 per

kg.�

● The state government has announced that the self-help groups will be given�Rs.5 crore�to pro-

cure cloth bags.

Ans-3 (C)  Maharashtra

Maharashtra to become single-use plastic-free by 1 May
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● The index is based on data collected over 2019-20 on two aspects of the supply of land

records-the extent of�digitisation�of land records and the quality of these land records, said an 

NCAER statement.

● Norway's Minister of International Development Dag-Inge Ulstein on Saturday participated in

Mithi river clean up with environmental activist Afroz Shah here.

● Ulstein, who is a three-day visit to India, spoke of cooperation between the two countries in

tackling environmental issues.

● The�Mithi River�is a river on�Salsette Island, the island of the city of�Mumbai, India.

Ans-5 (A) Answer-Maharashtra

Norway Minister participates in Mithi river clean up drive in Mumbai

● Indian Railways has launched its first ''Restaurant on Wheels'' at the circulating area of Asansol

railway station for the use of passengers as well as the general public.

● Union Minister and Asansol MP Babul Supriyo, who inaugurated the restaurant, said: "The

Restaurant on Wheels was developed by refurbishing two over-aged MEMU coaches."

● "This unique effort will not only improve the facilities at Asansol station but will also generate

non-fare revenue earnings approximately Rs 50 lakh in the next five years," a release from the Min-

istry of Railways said.

Ans-6 (B)  Asansol railway station

Indian Railways Launches Its First ''Restaurant On Wheels''

● A 2 day unique initiative�“Nimad Chilli Festival 2020”�organised by��Madhya Pradesh�Govern-

ment begins at Kasrawad in Khargone district, Madhya Pradesh(MP) on 29th February & 1st March

2020.

● The aim of this festival is to promote Chilli production & Chilli based industries in the state &

especially to promote Nimari brand of chillies in India & abroad. This festival is locally called�‘Mirch

Mahotsav’.

● Khargone is the largest chilli producing district in Madhya Pradesh with more than 23000 hect-

are under chilli cultivation and 60000 Metric ton chilli production is also one of the largest produc-

er in the country

Ans-7 (c)  Khargone district

2 day unique initiative “Nimad Chilli Festival 2020” begins at Kasrawad in Khargone district,
Madhya Pradesh

● Renowned American writer Mark Twain had said, "There is probably no pleasure equal to the

pleasure of climbing a dangerous Alp; but it is a pleasure which is confined strictly to people who

can find pleasure in it." An Indian mountaineer, Satyarup Siddhanta, is living these prophetic words

by conquering the most dangerous summits in the world and bringing laurels to the nation.

● Siddhanta has been nominated for the coveted Limca Book of World Records for his extra-ordi-

nary achievement to be the first Indian to climb the highest volcanoes of each of the 7 continents.

● His Seven volcanic summits are: Ojos del Salado (6,893 m) - Chile - South America, Mt Kilimanja

Ans-8 (B) satyarup Siddhanta

Satyarup Siddhanta becomes first Indian to complete volcanic Seven Summit, enters 'Limca Book 
of Records'
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ro (5,895 m) - Tanzania - Africa, Mount Elbrus (5,642 m) - Russia - Europe, Mount Pico de Orizaba 

(5,636 m) - Mexico - North America, Mt Damavand (5,610 m) - Iran - Asia, Mt Giluwe (4,368 m) - 

Papua New Guinea - Australia and Mt Sidley (4,285 m) - Antarctica.

● Indian Institute of Technology Madras is organizing India’s first Global Hyperloop Pod Competi-

tion to increase awareness and enthusiasm about Hyperloop in India. The competition is open

globally and the final round will take place in the IIT Madras campus in July 2020.

● Called the 'Indian Hyperloop Pod Competition' the objective is to encourage student teams in

India and abroad to develop a Hyperloop Pod and compete to build the fastest, most innovative

and efficient design and prototype of the relevant technologies in the field. This competition is

open to all the engineering colleges across the world, to ideate, design and implement their ideas

for the Hyperloop Pods.

● Hyperloop is the 5th mode of transportation, a high-speed train that travels in a near-vacuum

tube. The reduced air resistance allows the capsule inside the tube to reach speeds of more than

1000 km/h, conveying people or objects at high speed while being very efficient, thereby drasti-

cally reducing travel times over medium-range distances

Ans-9 (B) IIT Madras

IIT Madras to host India’s first 'Global Hyperloop Pod Competition'

● The NASSCOM (National Association of Software and Service Companies) recently launched

the “Innovate for Accessible India” campaign along Microsoft India.

● The other partners of the initiative include Ministry of Science and Technology, Ministry of

Social Justice and Empowerment, Department of Empowerment, Department of Empowerment

of Persons with Disabilities.

About the Initiative 

● The Initiative aims to sort out issues of Divyangs (physically challenged) with the help of Artifi-

cial Intelligence and Microsoft Cloud and other technologies. The initiative will cover 21 disabilities.

These 21 disabilities are according to the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.

Some of the key areas that are to be focused by the initiative includes e-governance, livelihood,

health and skilling.

Ans-10 (C) Microsoft

“Innovate for Accessible India” Campaign launched by NASSCOM along with Microsoft

● The government of Uttarakhand on Wednesday decided to remove reservation in promotions

for SC/ST employees.

● Around two lakh General and OBC employees in the government were demanding the removal

of the reservation to SC/ST employees and had been protesting since March 2.

The Chief Secretary issued a letter to all government departments to inform them of the govern-

ment's move. With this, the state government also lifted restrictions on promotions in the state

Ans-11 (A) Uttarakhand

Uttarakhand government removes quota in promotion for SC/ST employees
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● The government has approved the proposal for creation of National Technical Textiles Mission

for a period of 4 years (2020-21 to 2023-24) with an outlay of Rs.1480 crores.

● The focus of the Mission is for developing on usage of technical textiles in various flagship mis-

sions, programmes of the country including strategic sectors. The use of technical textiles in agri-

culture, aquaculture, dairy, poultry, etc.

● Promotion of innovation amongst young engineering /technology/ science standards and

graduates is proposed to be taken up by the Mission along with creation of innovation and incuba-

tion centres and promotion of start-up and Ventures. The research output will be reposited with a

Trust with the Government for easy and assessable proliferation of the knowledge thus gained

through research innovation and development activities.

● The mission will work for holistic development of entire technical textile sector on pan-India

basis and aims to generate 2 lakhs jobs in organized/ unorganized sector in the country.

Ans-12 (B) 4 years

Setting Up of National Technical Textile Mission

● The Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways, Nitin Gadkari presented a copy of the

book titled ‘Invincible – A Tribute to Manohar Parrikar’ to President Ram Nath Kovind on 17 March

2020, to mark the first death anniversary of former Goa CM, Manohar Parrikar.

● The coffee-table book on the life and times of the former Union Minister was formally released

by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on 16 March 2020.

● The book has been authored by former MP and BJP leader Tarun Vijay.

● Parrikar was four-time chief minister of Goa and had also served as the former Union defence

minister in the Modi government from 2014 till 2017.

Ans-13 (D) Tarun Vijay

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh Releases Coffee Table Book ‘Invincible – A Tribute to  Manohar 
Parrikar’ Authored by Tarun Vijay

● Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has announced that it is going to start

Swavalamban Express on June 05, 2020, to promote budding business aspirants and entrepre-

neurs. SIDBI said that it has been decided to start a special train based on the opinions and sugges-

tions of various stakeholders.

● The Swavalamban Express will depart from Lucknow on June 5, 2020, and travel to the 11 entre-

preneurial cities. These include Jammu, Delhi, Jaipur, Ahmedabad, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Hyder-

abad, Bhubaneswar, Kolkata and Varanasi as the final destination. More than 20 workshops and

other programs will be organized during this period.

● The journey would focus on the Prime Minister’s vision of becoming a five trillion-dollar econo-

my by 2024-25.

Ans-14 (B) SIDBI

Swavalamban Express by SIDBI: A train journey to empower small business aspirants

Ans-15 (C) Delhi

Advocate Welfare Scheme by Delhi Government: Lawyers can apply from March 21
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● The�7th World Cities Summit (WCS)�will be held from�5 to 9 July 2020 in Singapore.�It is orga-

nized by Singapore’s Centre for Liveable Cities and the Urban Redevelopment Authority.

● The theme for WCS 2020 is�”Livable and Sustainable Cities: Adapting to a Disrupted World”.�The

WCS 2020 is held in conjunction with the�Singapore International Water Week (SIWW) and the

CleanEnviro Summit Singapore (CESG).

Ans-16 (D) Singapore 

7th World Cities Summit to be held in Singapore

● The book titled� “My Encounters in Parliament”� authored by� Bhalchandra Mungekar� was

released. 

● Bhalchandra Mungekar is an Indian economist, a former member of Rajya Sabha.

● The book released in the presence of former Vice President- Hamid Ansari, Nationalist Con-

gress Party (NCP) chief Sharad Pawar, Communist Party of India (CPI) General Secretary D Raja and

CPI (Marxist) General Secretary Sitaram Yechury.

Ans-17 (A) Bhalchandra Mungekar

My Encounters in Parliament” authored by Bhalchandra Mungekar released

● The�Global Recycling Foundation, London, has announced that the theme for the third Global

Recycling Day, which will take place on March 18, 2020, will be “Recycling Heroes.” The Global

Recycling Foundation wants to recognize people, places and activities that showcase the import-

ant role recycling plays in creating an environmentally stable planet.�

● Launched in 2018, Global Recycling Day has reached more than 600 million people across the

world through activities and media hits in 2018 and 2019, with a target to reach 1 billion people by

2020. It has been accompanied by about 50 Global Recycling Day events in six continents across

the globe, BIR reports.

Ans-18 (A) Recycling Heroes

Global Recycling Day 2020 to focus on recycling heroes

● Delhi Government has launched an online facility for eligible lawyers to avail the benefits of

'Chief Minister's Advocate Welfare Scheme'.

● The Law Department has sought online applications from lawyers under this scheme from

March 21, 2020. All those advocates who are practicing in Delhi, registered with Delhi Bar Council

and advocate-voters of Delhi will be able to apply for this scheme.

About Advocate Welfare Scheme

● The Delhi government has made a provision of Rs 50 crore budget for lawyers' welfare under

the 'Chief Minister's Advocate Welfare Scheme'.

● An e-library with 10 computers will be set up in all the District Courts - Tis Hazari Court, Patiala

House Court, Karkardooma Court, Saket Court, Dwarka Court and Rohini Court along with e-jour-

nal, web editions and other facilities. It includes SCC Online, Delhi Law Times as well as heavy-duty

printers.

● All courts will have the facility of crèche. The Delhi Cabinet had approved this proposal on

December 18 last year.

● Lawyers will get group life insurance, family medical claim policy, along with other facilities.
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● Nearly 25 million jobs could be lost worldwide due to the coronavirus pandemic, but an inter-

nationally coordinated policy response can help lower the impact on global unemployment,

according to a UN agency.

● In its preliminary assessment report titled "COVID-19 and world of work: Impacts and respons-

es", the International Labour Organization (ILO) calls for urgent, large-scale and coordinated mea-

sures across three pillars - protecting workers in the workplace, stimulating the economy and em-

ployment, and supporting jobs and incomes.

   The ILO said these measures include extending social protection, supporting employment reten-

tion (i.e short-time work, paid leave, other subsidies), and financial and tax relief, including for 

micro, small and medium-sized enterprises.

Ans-19 (B) 25 million

About 25 million jobs could be lost worldwide due to coronavirus: United Nations

● Dehradun Railway Station has become friendly for visually challenged persons with the intro-

duction of signages and maps in Braille.

● The Railway department along with an NGO, Anuprayas, took the initiative. Now visually chal-

lenged people coming here can easily reach the inquiry desk, refreshment room and other places

at the station due to the instructions that have been put up in Braille.

Ans-20 (C) Dehradun Railway Station

Dehradun Railway Station introduces signage in Braille

● A bill that seeks to convert Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) and two other existing

bodes under the Civil Aviation Ministry into statutory bodies was passed by Lok Sabha on Tuesday.

● The Aircraft (Amendment) Bill, 2020 was passed by a voice vote after a reply by Civil Aviation

Minister Hardeep Singh Puri. The bill seeks to amend Aircraft Act, 1934.

● The audit conducted by the International Civil Aviation Organisation in 2012 and 2015 indicated

a need to amend the Act to give proper recognition to the regulators, to enhance the maximum

quantum of fines and to empower the departmental officers to impose financial penalties for

violations of the legal provisions.

● The bill adds air navigation services to the list for which the central government can make rules.

● Apart from DGCA, two other bodies to get statutory status will be the Bureau of Civil Aviation

Security (BCAS) and the Aircraft Accidents Investigation Bureau (AAIB).

Ans-22 (D) All of the above 

Lok Sabha passes Aircraft (Amendment) Bill

● ATK�made history on Saturday as it became the first club to win three Indian Super League (ISL)�

titles as it beat�Chennaiyin FC�3-1 in the final of ISL 2019-20 at the Fatorda Stadium in Goa.

● Under Antonio Habas, ATK has now won two trophies (2014, 2019-20), making him the first man-

ager in the in the league's short history to win two titles with the same club. Jose Molina led ATK

to its title glory in 2016.

Ans-24 (D) ATK FC

ATK wins record third ISL title, beats Chennaiyin in final

Ans-21 (D) A. Ajay Kumar
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● Manikaran Power Ltd (MPL)�has become the first member of India’s first gas trading platform

which is called the�Indian Gas Exchange (IGX).�IGX is a part of�Indian Energy Exchange (IEX).�

IGX commenced its membership drive in February this year. MPL which is already trading member

in IEX is the first to join hands with IGX.

● MPL provides an electronic platform for trading of power at Indian Energy Exchange and Power

Exchange India Limited, documentation and assistance in bilateral trading of power, REC trading

and group captive. Its website states that it has close to 2,000 clients in both power trading and

RECs.

● MPL is an inter-state trading licensee and a trading member on IEX and trading cum clearing

member on�Power Exchange India Limited�(PXIL). It was founded in 2008 by Navjeet Singh Kalsi

and Jaspreet Singh Kalsi. The company has its headquarters in Kolkata and offices sprawled across

Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore, Hyderabad, Chennai, Vadodara and Ahmedabad.

Ans-23 (D) Manikaran Power Ltd�

Manikaran Power becomes the first member to tie up with IGX

● In view the ongoing outbreak of COVID-19 (Corona Virus) and concern of the logistics for

COVID-19 management particularly during last couple of weeks and that masks (2 ply & 3 ply surgi-

cal masks, N95 masks) and hand sanitizers have been noted to be either not available with most of

the vendors in the market or are available with great difficulty at exorbitant prices, Government

has notified an Order under the Essential Commodities Act to declare these items as Essential

Commodities up to 30th�June, 2020 by amending the Schedule of the Essential Commodities Act,

1955.

● It has also issued an advisory under the Legal Metrology Act. Under the E.C Act, after discus-

sions with the manufacturers, States can ask them to enhance their production capacity of these

items, to make the supply chain smooth, while under the L.M. Act the States can ensure sale of

both the items at MRP.��

● The decision will empower the government and States/Union Territories to regulate the pro-

duction, quality and distribution of masks and hand sanitizers for smooth sale and availability of

these items. It also empowers to carry out operations against speculators and those involved in

overpricing and black marketing.

Ans-25 (A) Essential Commodities Act, 1955

Govt brings masks and hand sanitizers under the Essential Commodities Act

● Supreme Court of India rejected the curative petitions filed over Nirbhaya case.

● Recently, the accused had filed a curative petition seeking to put his execution on hold. How-

ever, the Supreme Court has rejected their pleas and the accused are to be hanged on 20th March,

2020. The mercy petition and review petition were also rejected by the Supreme Court.

What is Curative Petition?

● A curative petition is filed after the plea conviction against final conviction is dismissed. The

Curative petitions are filed under Article 142 of the constitution. It shall be filed after the review

petition is dismissed by the apex court.

Ans-26 (A) Article 142

Supreme Court rejects Curative Petitions filed over Nirbhaya Case: What are Curative Petitions?
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● The�Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)� inked a deal with a disability support NGO Aditya

Mehta Foundation, to train its troops, who lost their limbs in operations, in various skills including�

cyber operations, artificial intelligence and para-sports.

● A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was formalised between the force and the Aditya

Mehta Foundation here in presence of CRPF Director General (DG)�A P Maheshwari.�The MoU is

aimed to create new opportunities for such personnel who remain an integral part of the force.

● A total of 189 CRPF personnel can be trained in varied skills like acquiring working knowledge

of the cyberspace, artificial intelligence, para-sports and many other such areas. The DG also hon-

oured five such specially-abled personnel of the force with DG’s commendation disc and certifi-

cates for bringing laurels in the field of para-sports.

● The concept of Curative petition is supported by the Article 137 of Constitution of India. The

Article enables Supreme Court to review its own judgements made under Article 145.

March 2020bankiq.in

   The concept of Curative petition is supported by the Article 137 of Constitution of India. The 

Article enables Supreme Court to review its own judgements made under Article 145.
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Ans-28 (C) Aditya Mehta Foundation

CRPF & Aditya Mehta foundation sign MoU to enable the ‘Divyang Warriors

● E-commerce marketplace�Flipkart�and Aegon�Life Insurance�on Monday joined hands to sell

comprehensive insurance solutions for customers looking for instant digital policies with a sum

assured of up to Rs 10 lakh.

● With instant�life insurance�cover through a digital policy as its core value proposition, such poli-

cies do not require medical tests or paperwork.

● The life insurance policies to be offered will be having varied offerings with sums assured rang-

ing from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 10 lakh. It will also include premiums starting from Rs 129 for Rs 1 lakh sum

insured. The availability of the policy is confined to the existing customers of Flipkart between the

age of 18 and 65 years.

Ans-29 (B) Flipkart

Flipkart partners with Aegon to sell quick-access life insurance policies

Ans-30 (A) Greece

Minister of State for Shipping Mansukh Mandaviya launches ‘Ropax’

● President of India Ramnath Kovind nominated the former Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi

to Rajya Sabha. The former chief justice retired in November, 2019.

● Under Clause (3) of article 80, the President has powers to nominate persons with special

knowledge to the council of states. Such person shall have special knowledge in science, art, liter-

ature and social service.

● What is council of states?

● Rajya Sabha is called the council of states. The Council of states of defined by Article 80 of the

constitution. The council of states consists of 12 members that are nominated by the President of

India.

Ans-27 (D) Article 80

Ranjan Gogoi, the former Chief Justice of India nominated to Rajya Sabha by the President
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● A passenger ferry service called ‘Ropax’ was launched between Mumbai and Mandwa of Maha-

rashtra by the Union Minister of State for Shipping Mansukh Mandaviya.

● The Ropax jetty and terminal at Mandwa has been built by Maharashtra Maritime Board while

the jetty facilities at Mumbai were set up by Mumbai Port Trust.

● ROPAX service is a ‘Water Transport Service Project’, under Eastern Waterfront Development.

The benefits of this service include reduction in the travel time, vehicular emission and traffic on

the road.

● The road distance from Mumbai to Mandwa is about 110 kilometres, and gruelling road journey

takes three to four hours, whereas by waterway it is about 18 kilometre and journey of just an hour.

● ROPAX Vessel M2M -1 was built in Greece in September 2019. This Vessel is highly manoeu-

vrable   and has a speed of 14knots, and will complete one way trip in about 45 minutes to an hour.

The features of this Vessel is that it can carry 200 cars and 1000 passengers at a time and� has a

ramp on both sides, hence cars can move in�  and out of the vessel easily and reduce the turn- 

around time.

● Singer Taylor Swift has been named as Google’s most-searched for woman in music of 2020.

According to Google, Swift topped the list of searches among women in music, while tennis player

Serena Williams was the most-searched for female athlete.

● Actress Awkwafina was the most searched-for woman in comedy, and novelist Toni Morrison

was the most-searched for female author.

● Meanwhile, searches for “songs about girl power” have reached an all-time high in America,

while queries about “women’s empowerment” have increased by more than 330 per cent in the US

since 2004.

Ans-31 (D) Taylor Swift�

Taylor Swift tops Google’s 2020 list of most-searched women in music

● The�National�Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) recently organised a grand event in the�national�

capital to mark the conclusion of its flagship programme 'Ganga Amantran Abhiyan'.

The GAA is an open-water rafting and kayaking expedition in Ganga river.

● The expedition is conducted between Devprayag and Ganga Sagar. Devprayag is the place

where two rivers Alakananda and Bhagirathi meet to form the mighty Ganges. Ganga Sagar is a

part of Sunderbans.

Ans-32 (A) Devprayag

NMCG concludes 'Ganga Amantran Abhiyan' in New Delhi

● Greece's first female president, a former high court judge, was formally sworn in to office on

Friday, nearly two months after the country's parliament voted overwhelmingly to elect her.

● The swearing-in ceremony for Ekaterini Sakellaropoulou, 63, took place in an almost empty par-

liament, as part of measures to prevent the spread of the new coronavirus. Only a handful of offi-

cials and a limited number of journalists were present.

Ans-33 (C) Greece

Greece's first female president sworn in
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● Uttar Pradesh government�has launched three ambitious schemes for skill development and

employment generation for youths in the state. The three schemes are�Kaushal Satrang, Yuva Hub�

and� apprenticeship scheme� in Lucknow. UP government also announced to depute� ”Arogya

Mitras”�at all primary health centres to inform people about govt health schemes.

1. Kaushal Satrang Scheme

Kaushal Satrang will have seven components which will provide opportunities to the youth. In this

regard, UP govt has inked MoU with IIT (Indian Institutes of Technology)-Kanpur and other place-

ment agencies for the employment of 2 Lakh youth and to train the state’s youth for world level

competitions.

2. Yuva Hub’ Scheme

Yuva Hub’ scheme was allocated Rs 1,200 crore in the state budget and it aims at providing em-

ployment to thousands of skilled youth by assisting in project concept and financial help for one

year of operation. It will also facilitate setting up of 30,000 startups in the state. IIM (Indian Insti-

tutes of Management) Lucknow is the knowledge partner of this scheme.

3. CM apprenticeship scheme

CM apprenticeship scheme will provide a stipend of Rs 2500 to the youth of the state.

Ans-34 (A) Uttar Pradesh

UP govt launches three schemes for skill development in the state

● Amgoth Tukaram, a young mountaineer from Telangana has scaled Mount Kosciuszko, the

highest peak in Australia.

● Tukaram summited the peak on March 10 and played Holi with fellow Australians there, giving

a message of peace and harmony.

● In the past, Tukaram has scaled the 19,308 feet Mount Kilimanjaro in Africa on July 4, 2018, the

29,029 feet Mount Everest in Nepal on May 22 last year, Mount Elbrus in Russia on July 27 last year

and Mount Aconcagua in South America on January 26 this year.

Ans-35 (C) Telangana

Telangana youngster scales Australia's highest peak

● Nita Ambani, the owner of Mumbai Indians cricket team franchise, has been named in the list

of 10 most influential women in sports for 2020 alongside likes of tennis superstar Serena Williams

and gymnast Simone Biles.

● Sports business network, iSportconnect releasing its 'Influential Women in Sport' list for 2020

said: "After beginning with an original shortlist of 25, it has now been whittled down to a top 10

following receiving opinions from our panel of experts.

Ans-36 (A) Nita Ambani

Nita Ambani named alongside Serena Williams, Naomi Osaka in list of 10 most influential women 
in sports
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● In a major achievement for Uttar Pradesh's�Yogi Adityanath government, the first phase of

Jewar airport has been included in the world's 100 strategic global infrastructure projects for the

year 2020

● The success story of�Jewar Airport�will be presented by the Uttar Pradesh government at the

13th Global Infrastructure Leadership Forum, to be held in New York City, US on March 25-27.

● The airport, being built by Zurich Airport International AG, will be Asia's second largest interna-

tional airport after China's Shanghai International Airport. The work is progressing rapidly at site.

● This airport will be the 5th largest airport in the world. The work on the airport in Jewar, Greater

Noida, on about 5000 hectares of land, is going on at a rapid pace. According to the proposal,

flights will start operating in 2022-23

● At present, Shanghai International Airport of China is the second largest airport in Asia. Shang-

hai International Airport is spread over approximately 3,988 hectares. The world's largest airport,

King Fahd International Airport of Dammam, Saudi Arabia is built on 77,600 hectares of land.

Ans-37 (B) Jewar Greenfield International Airport�

Jewar airport gets international recognition

● Maharashtra Cabinet approved the proposal to rename Mumbai Central Station to Nana Shan-

karseth. The approved proposal is to be sent to Ministry of Railways. It is the Central Railways oper-

ating under Ministry of Railways that has the final say in the name change.

● Procedure and Authority of name change It is the state Government that usually initiates the

process of name change of Railway Station. This is usually done to change the British name of the

station to the local pronunciations. It is also done to honour a local leader. There are no rules or

procedure by law or in constitution for the name change of the station.

● After State Governments initiation with a valid reason, the railway board at the centre submits

the memorandum to the Railway minister who authorizes it.

● The name change of cities, town or villages should be sent by the State Government to the

Home Ministry. Again, it is the Home Ministry that has final say in the name change.

Ans-38 (A) Nana Shankarseth

New Name for Mumbai Central Station: Nana Shankarseth

● The Census India-2021 will be conducted in two phases. The first phase will begin from the 1st

of next month and will continue until the 30th of September of this year.

● The second phase is Population Enumeration which will be conducted from 9th February to

28th February next year throughout the country simultaneously.

● Indian census is the largest single source of a range of statistical data on different characteris-

tics of the people of the country. With a history of more than 130 years, this reliable and time-test-

ed exercise results in the comprehensive collection of data relating to the people of India every 10

years.

Ans-39 (A) Two

Census India-2021 to be conducted in two phases

Ans-40 (D) Niue

Niue declared world's first 'Dark Sky nation'
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● Niue has become�the world's first whole country recognised as a 'Dark Sky Place'�by the Interna-

tional Dark-Sky Association's (IDA), which has approved the island's application for the protection

of its sky, land and sea.

● The title recognises an area with exceptional quality of starry nights and a commitment to pro-

tecting the noctural environment.

● Such dark-sky area designations aim to restrict artificial light pollution so that night skies can

be observed and enjoyed to their fullest potential.

● Tourism Niue said the protection added to current measures, including a marine reserve which

was 40 percent of Niue's exclusive economic zone.

● IDFC FIRST Bank has announced the signing of iconic Bollywood actor Amitabh Bachchan, as

its first-ever brand ambassador.

● Bachchan is a winner of countless prestigious national awards, an all-time favourite of the

masses, and the country’s most celebrated actor.

● Bachchan’s personality perfectly resonates IDFC FIRST’s brand persona and values pillars, that

of Sincerity, Humility and Contemporariness.

Ans-41 (C) Amitabh Bachchan

IDFC FIRST Bank names Amitabh Bachchan as brand ambassador

● Telecommunications Consultants India Ltd (TCIL) recently signed a Memorandum of Under-

standing (MoU) with the Gambia for the participation of the country in the e-VidyaBharati and

e-AarogyaBharati (e-VBAB) Network Project of the Union External Ministry of India.

● The Gambia is the 16th country to participate in the e-Network Project thus far. TCIL is the

implementing agency for the e-VBAB Network Project, which aims to provide tele-medicine and

tele-education services to African nations.

Ans-42 (C) Gambia

TCIL signs MoU with the Gambia for e-VBAB Network Project

● As historians still try to trace back the real identities of Taramati and Premamati, their resting

places stand in restored glory today after a�year of conservation work. The restored tombs of these

women who lived during the Qutb Shahi Dynasty were inaugurated by the US Ambassador to

India, Kenneth I. Juster, in Hyderabad The project was completed by the Aga Khan Trust for Cul-

ture (AKTC).

● Talking about the background of the women, Prashant Banerjee, Conservation Programme

Officer of AKTC, said: “Taramati and Premamati are believed to have been singers and dancers in

the court of Abdullah Qutb Shah, the seventh ruler of the kingdom of Golconda. But since these

women have been given space in the royal necropolis, it is believed that they enjoyed a higher

status. Renowned historian HK Sherwani has opined that they might have been the legally wedded

wives of king Abdullah.

● These two tombs are located in close proximity to the grand mausoleum of Muhammad Qutb

Shah.

Ans-43 (D) Telangana 

Resting places of Taramati & Premamati�restored
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● Ministry of Civil Aviation�and Airports Authority of India� (AAI)�along with the Federation of

Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry� (FICCI)� is organizing� “Wings India 2020”� event at�

Hyderabad,�Telangana.

● “Wings India 2020” is a civil aviation business exhibition and air show which is organized once

in every two years.

● The� “Wings India 2020”�business exhibition will feature the participation of aviation majors

including Airbus, Boeing and others in the Business to Business and Business to Government

meetings taking place during the event.

● The business exhibition will also feature the dazzling aerobatics twice a day, to be performed

by two teams namely “Sarang”, the helicopter aerobatics team of Indian Air Force and “Global

Stars” of British pilots on fixed wing aircrafts. About 1000 delegates from worldwide, are expected

to participate in the event.

Ans-46 (D) Hyderabad  

Hyderabad hosts “Wings India 2020”

● Google India� has launched a skill programme for women called� ‘DigiPivot’.� The programme

designed for women who are looking to return to their corporate careers after a break or simply

planning to make mid-career shifts to digital marketing.

● The skilling programme has been developed jointly in partnership with a career portal service:�

Ans-47 (B) DigiPivot

Google India starts skill development programme called ‘DigiPivot’

● Facebook India on Wednesday called for applications for its CSR initiative, Facebook Pragati,

powered by N/Core (The/Nudge Centre for Social Innovation).

● The initiative will incubate and accelerate early-stage women-led non-profits that are working

to drive women entrepreneurship and to spread awareness and adoption of technology among

women in India. Facebook Pragati will award four grants of up to��50 lakh for each non-profit to

scale their work.

● Non-profits that are less than three years old and have at least one woman founder can apply.

They should be able to demonstrate a viable business plan.

● Besides a grant of up to�50 lakh, each of the non-profits selected for Facebook Pragati initiative

will mentored by an N/Core Partner — which include Kamakshi Rao (Partner, Ankur Capital); KR

Lakshminaraya (Chief Endowment Officer of Azim Premji Foundation) and SK Jain (Co-founder,

WestBridge Capital), among others.

Ans-44 (C) Facebook

Facebook launches ‘Pragati’ to boost women entrepreneurship in India

● It’s one thing when your critics criticise you. But it’s quite another when your once-upon-a-time

supporters begin to tear down you, your policies and your performance. Tavleen Singh, who drew

a lot of flak when she started to support Narendra Modi as Prime Minister through her columns,

pulls no punches in expressing her denunciation for Modi six years after he came to occupy India’s

highest chair, in her latest book�Messiah Modi.

Ans-45 (D)�Tavleen Singh
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Avtar & and the Indian School of Business (ISB).�The aim of the Programme to help the general 

gender mix within the digital advertising and marketing panorama in India and can offer an oppor-

tunity for 200 girls professionals to re-skill themselves.

● The woman who’s at present working and those that are ready to return to the workforce with

4-10 years of expertise in consulting, analytics, branding and sales and support are eligible to

attend this programme. The selected woman will undergo a curated 18-week studying program

and engagement (each offline & on-line) that aims to empower them with digital advertising and

marketing data and instruments in addition to mentorship on strategic management abilities.

● The traditional 'Fagli' festival was celebrated in Yangpa village of Kinnaur district here on

Monday with great fervour.

● The festival is organised to observe the "victory of good over evil".

Men dressed in traditional attire with masks on their faces were seen dancing in circles while hun-

dreds of locals also gathered to watch the event.

● This festival will continue for the next few days in the district. This festival is celebrated to mark

the end of winter or the beginning of spring. It is celebrated in the entire valley on the moonless

night or Amavasya

Ans-48 (C) Himachal Pradesh

Traditional 'Fagli' festival celebrated in Himachal Pradesh's Kinnaur

● Chennaiyin FC's Maltese forward Andre Schembri on Monday announced he will retire from

professional football after the Hero Indian Super League final against ATK FC in Goa on March 14.

● The well-travelled former international with 94 caps to his name has decided to call it a day,

announcing it through his official social media pages.

Ans-49 (B) Chennaiyin F.C.

CFC forward Schembri to retire from professional football

● Researchers at the�Institute of Advanced Study in Science and Technology (IASST) Guwahati,�

have found that the endophytic actinobacteria can replace fertilizers & fungicides in tea.

Endophytic actinobacteria (predominantly free-living microorganisms) which live within a plant

are found in diverse environments.

● The Institute of Advanced Study in Science and Technology (IASST), Guwahati is an autonomous

institute under Department of Science & Technology.

● Endophytic actinobacteria have the potential to exhibit�multiple growth-promoting traits�that

positively influence tea growth and production and can hence be used in the�management and

sustainability of Teacrop.

● Application of endophytic Actinobacteria could�reduce chemical inputs�in Tea plantation.

Ans-50 (C) Tea

Endophytic Actinobacteria for Chemical-free Tea

● Rolls-Royce, one of the world’s leading industrial technology companies, is collaborating with

Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, to explore opportunities for joint research programmes.

Ans-51 (B) IIT Madras

Rolls-Royce, IIT-Madras join hands for research programmes
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● Rolls-Royce will also roll out a ‘Technical Higher Study Framework’ to facilitate higher education

for its engineers, in partnership with IIT- Madras.

● Final exercise of the National level Search and Rescue Exercise (SAREX-2020) was conducted by

the Indian Coast Guard in the sea at Vasco, South Goa district.

● The exercise was carried out on Friday and rehearsals for SAREX were conducted on March 4.

● It was observed by observers from 19 countries

Ans-52 (D) Indian Coast Guard

Indian Coast Guards conducts SAREX-2020 in Goa

● The India-U.S. Military Cooperation Group (MCG) dialogue, scheduled for later this month, has

been cancelled in view of the COVID-9 outbreak, and the proposed trip of U.S. Defence Secretary

Mark Esper is also in question, defence sources said on Sunday.

● India is considering a U.S. request for posting liaison officers at the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command

(USINDOPACOM) and the U.S. Special Operations Command (USSOCOM). This was to be

discussed at the dialogue.

● The MCG is a forum to review the progress of defence cooperation between India’s Integrated

Defence Staff and the USINDOPACOM at the strategic and operational levels. The Integrated

Defence Staff was responsible for coordination among the armed forces before the appointment

of the Chief of Defence Staff.

Ans-53 (C) United States

MILITARY COOPERATION GROUP DIALOGUE WITH U.S. POSTPONED

● Nupur Kulshrestha becomes the first woman to be promoted as DIG of Indian Coast Guard.

● Feeling elated, she thanked the service for considering her meritocracy and taking women

ahead.

● "I joined the service in 1999 and became the first woman to be promoted to this level. It's a great

feeling. I thank service for considering meritocracy and taking women ahead," she said

Ans-54 (C) Nupur Kulshrestha�

Indian Coast Guard's First Woman Senior Officer's Message

● 'Namaste Orchha' festival is starting from 6 March in Orchha, Madhya Pradesh, a famous tourist

destination of the state.

● Orchha is famous for its Ramaraja temple as well as other historical buildings.

● 3 days Namaste Orchha festival is an attempt to create new opportunities and initiatives to pro-

mote the state and its rich cultural, natural and architectural heritage and its traditions and history.

Ans-55 (A) Madhya Pradesh

3 day Namaste Orchha festival begins in Madhya Pradesh
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